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Health of the Chapter

Do you know of a member who is ill, 
in the hospital or in rehab?

Let Ellie Joy know and she will be happy 
to send them a card from the chapter.

Ellie Joy, SSM • eajoy1012@gmail.com 
• (321) 757-0193

Rosa M. Reich, Capt, USAF (Former)

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Col John M. Franco, USAF (Ret)

EDITOR’S NOTE

It is hard to believe 25 years 
have passed since our nation 
was attacked. An entire 
generation has been born 
since that day; for them, TSA 
lines at the airport and Real ID 
requirements for bus travel are 
simply normal parts of life.
Every generation faces a 
defining moment—a call to 
action whose response shapes 
not only that day, but the 
future of our nation. Within our chapter we have members 
who answered our nation’s call to bring those who planned 
and supported the attack to justice. Some members lost 
friends or family members in the Global War on Terror.
We owe immeasurable gratitude to all who have risked life 
and limb since that day. As we pause to remember where 
we were that day and how we felt, let us also honor those 
who perished on 9/11 and in the years since, along with the 
families who continue to carry their loss.

Our monthly newsletter, The 
Intercom, both print and digital 
versions, informs members 
of events that have recently 
happened and those scheduled 
for the near future. It keeps 
members abreast of current 
issues of prime importance to 
the goals and objectives of the 
chapter. It also is the main way 
our chapter communicates 
with the public, the Florida 
Council of Chapters and the 
MOAA headquarters in Washington, DC.
Ads are an important part because the revenue helps 
defray the cost of producing The Intercom. However, the 
information is in the articles and photos that you supply 
each month. Therefore, it is important that they both 
adequately and accurately “tell the story.” I encourage all 
members to take pictures of events they attend and submit 
a short article of what the event is all about. If the photo is 
of members posing for a picture, please provide the names. 
If it is a large group such as an audience or luncheon, try 
not to get the backs of people. Also, if its for a pose as done 
for our scholarship winners, take two or three pics to make 
sure people are smiling, facing the camera/phone and don’t 
have their eyes closed.
Thank you for all your help in making The Intercom the best 
MOAA chapter newsletter.

https://www.moaacc.org/survivor-assistance
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS
	 9/3	 Current Affairs Forum - 8 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club, 19th Hole
	 9/8	 On-The-Go Luncheon - 11:30 AM 
		  @ Carrabba’s Italian Grill
	 9/10	 TMBC - 8 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club, 19th Hole
	 9/12	 MOAACC Picnic - 8 AM 
		  @ Brevard Veterans Memorial Center
	 9/12	 Association of Former Intelligence Officers 
		  Luncheon - 11:30 AM 
		  @ Double Tree Hotel, Indialantic
	 9/15	 MOAACC B.O.D. Mtg. - 9:30 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club, Chapel
	 9/15	 MOAACC Luncheon - 11:30 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club, Colony Hall
	 9/17	 TMBC - 8 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club, 19th Hole
	 9/24	 TMBC - 8 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club, 19th Hole
	 9/25	 8th Annual Tuskegee Airmen 
		  Golf Tournament - 7:30 AM 
		  @ Indian River Colony Club
	 9/25	 Joint Military Ball - Honoring 250 Years of the 
		  United States - 5:30 PM 
		  @ Apollo/Saturn V Center, Titusville
	 9/26	 Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home Event - 3:30 PM 
		  @ Azan Temple, Melbourne

To see details for these events, 
visit https://moaacc.org/events 

INTERCOM Photo 
& Article Submission Rules

PHOTOS:
•	 Photos must be in “High Resolution”in .jpg format and sent 

as an “Attachment.”
•	 When sending photos, select “actual size” on computer or 

cell phone and send as “Attachment.”
•	 Submit only up to two photos per article. More photos may 

be accepted if necessary.
•	 All photos must have “captions” of who, what, when, where 

and why.
ARTICLES:

•	 Articles must be in Microsoft “Word” format in Times New 
Roman 12 font. PDF NOT ACCEPTED

•	 LIMITS: One article per email, not more that 375 words. 
Each Article must include Author Name & Rank

DEADLINES & SUBMISSION EMAIL:
•	 Photos & Articles are DUE NO LATER THAN the 15th of 

each month or sooner. Please send ALL submissions ONLY 
to the following: intercom@moaacc.org

•	 DO NOT SEND Cc TO EVERYONE
INTERCOM PUBLICATION:

•	 THE INTERCOM is published 12 times annually by the 
Cape Canaveral Chapter, Inc. (MOAACC), an affiliate 
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 
Alexandria, VA

•	 Contents of the Intercom articles are opinions solely of the 
authors and do not express the policy or official views of 
MOAA or The the Cape Canaveral Chapter (MOAACC)

•	 The advertisements that appear in this publication do not 
reflect an endorsement by MOAA or by MOAACC

•	 Comments and suggestion are welcome. Contact 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR: intercom@moaacc.org

PUBLIC RELATIONS & MARKETING COMMITTEES

CHAIRMAN: John Franco
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY: Amir Pishdad, Sr.
INTERCOM EDITOR: John Franco
ASSOCIATE EDITORS: NEED HELP

LAYOUT/GRAPHICS: Jeremiah Zeleny
PRESS RELEASES & MEDIA LIAISON: VACANT
DISTRIBUTION: NEED HELP

WEB LINK AND DIGITAL DISTRO: Mike Schroeder
PHOTOGRAPHERS: NEED HELP

ADVERTISING: NEED HELP

ADVERTISERS/SPONSORS: Donn Weaver, Mike Schroeder, Steve 
Bond, Brian Whalen
WEBMASTER: Mike Schroeder
FIVE THINGS: Steve Bond
FACEBOOK: Tim Pishdad
MOAA/Florida Council of Chapters Liaison: NEED HELP
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John R. McMahon, BG, USA (Retired)

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
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Exclusively Serving Veterans And 
Military Families Like Yours.

Experience Unparalleled 
Personal Service From a 
Team of Seasoned 
Professionals

- Focused Soley on the  
Military Community.

Richard Proctor
Relationship Manager

(689) 777-0465
rproctor@aafmaa.com

AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust
FINANCIAL PLANNING • INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TRUST SERVICES

© 2024 AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC.  Information provided by AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC is not 
intended to be tax or legal advice. Nothing contained in this communication should be interpreted as such. We encourage you to seek 

guidance from your tax or legal advisor. Past performance does not guarantee future results.

@aafmaatrustaafmaatrust.com @awm&t @aafmaa_trust

Another Recess
The Congress is in the middle of another recess, this one 
is a 5-week summer break, which ends on 31 August for 
the House (began on 24 July) and on 14 September for 
the Senate (began on 9 August). This is a curious offset 
of dates which only goes to show that the House and the 
Senate operate under different rules even though both are 
led by Republicans. One pressing piece of business for both 
chambers is the need to avoid another potential government 
shutdown after 30 September when the current set of 
appropriations expires. Since the House had already passed 
an extension in July (through 4 December), the ball was 
in the Senate’s court where a last-minute compromise was 
negotiated and passed as another Continuing Resolution 
(CR). The compromise was approved overwhelmingly 
by a 90-6 vote in the Senate and would extend funding 
at current levels past the upcoming elections through 11 
December. However, the compromise involved financing 
several requests from the White House including funds for 
housing and nutrition programs and extension of expiring 
veterans’ health care programs as well as a controversial 
measure to block the White House from giving political 
appointees more control over federal grants. Since these 
were not included in the House version, the House must 
now take up the measure upon its return from its recess and 
negotiate a unified compromise in conference committee. 
So, for the time being, the possibility of another government 
shutdown after 30 September continues. 
Every once in a while, I find myself going back to my 
Citizenship 101 handbook to figure out why what 
happened happened. In this case, it was to understand 
how the 21st Century Road to Housing Act, a “landmark” 
housing bill aimed at boosting the supply of housing in the 
face of an acute shortage across the country and supported 
overwhelmingly in both the House and the Senate, became 
law on 11 July. The President chose to withhold his 
signature rather than issue a formal, outright presidential 
veto, in protest of not getting his unrelated SAVE America 
Act passed in the Senate. With a flood of bipartisan support 
in the House (358-32) and the Senate ((85-5), numbers 
that far exceed the two-thirds supermajority required to 
overcome a veto, the bill became law automatically, without 
a signature nor an override vote, after 10 days under Article 
1, Section 7 of the Constitution. So be it.
Meanwhile, before its recess, the Republicans unveiled 
their $150 Billion spending framework to fund the ongoing 
Iran War and impose tougher restrictions on voting but 

this effort was short-lived and deferred until the Senate 
reconvenes in September. The SAVE America Act, which 
the President strongly supports, lacks enough support to 
pass, according to Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-
SD). The Senate’s $150 Billion tracks with a $95 Billion 
plan approved last month by the House as both would allot 
$60 Billion to the Pentagon, which faces an urgent budget 
shortfall, and $13 Billion for intelligence needs related 
to the war; it would also provide $12 Billion for farmers 
struggling to keep pace with inflation.
While the delay in considering these measures will give 
Republicans time to revise their plan and win over several 
skeptical senators, the budget framework is the first step in 
the reconciliation process, which would allow Republicans 
to evade a Democratic filibuster and move the bill with 
a simple majority instead of 60 votes. However, both 
chambers must approve identical budget frameworks to 
set funding levels before beginning work on the actual 
legislation — and time is running out before the midterms. 
After it returns, the Senate is scheduled to be in session for 
only three weeks before recessing again. Perhaps, kicking 
the can down the road (again) is not the best strategy. They 
certainly have “miles to go before they sleep”.

https://aafmaatrust.com/
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FINANCIAL LITERACY
CAPT Bob Houle, USCG (Ret.)

POINTS TO PONDER
Rev. Dr, Kenneth V. Lewis (LCDR, CHC, USN, Ret.)

What Happens If You Live Too Long?
Part 1: The Invisible Threat
You survived the battlefield, built a nest egg, and retired. 
Mission accomplished—right?
Not quite. The rules of engagement have changed. Welcome 
to the era of longevity.
Retirement is no longer a short victory lap. It may last 
20, 30, or even 40 years. That creates a new challenge for 
the MOAACC community, including retired officers, 
active-duty members, surviving spouses, and younger 
military families.
For decades, financial education focused on budgeting, 
investing, insurance, and debt management. Those skills 
remain essential, but they are no longer enough. Today, we 
also need longevity literacy—a realistic understanding 
of how long we may live and how that possibility should 
shape our financial decisions.
Most Americans are not good at estimating life expectancy. 
TIAA Institute research found that more than half of 
U.S. adults have an inaccurate understanding of how long 
people generally live. Only 37 percent demonstrate strong 
longevity knowledge. Women fare somewhat better than 
men—43 percent compared with 32 percent—but most of 
society is still planning with incomplete information.
The danger is simple: If you prepare for 15 years of 
retirement but live for 30, the consequences can be severe.
A longer life means more years of ordinary expenses, more 
exposure to inflation, and a greater likelihood of substantial 
healthcare or long-term-care costs. Purchasing power can 
erode quietly over decades, while the most expensive years 
may arrive near the end of life.
Financial literacy without longevity literacy may leave 
you with a sound plan built for the wrong timeline. 
Longevity literacy without financial literacy may help 
you understand the timeline but leave you without the 
resources to manage it.
The objective is to align your wealth span with your life 
span—and, as closely as possible, your health span.
In Part 2, we will examine practical steps for preparing for 
this two-front financial challenge.
And never stop serving.

I Remember
Remembrance is a powerful and mindful activity that can 
even be spiritual. I remember getting off the white bus in 
June of 1978 at Recruit Training Command in Orlando, 
Florida, and encountering Chief Petty Officers with red 
“ropes” on their khaki uniforms who spoke to the new 
recruits in the most unique and interesting vocabulary. I 
also remember that as a Second-Class Hospital Corpsman, 
in September of 1986, raising my right hand and taking 
an oath, and becoming a commissioned officer, a newly 
minted Navy chaplain.
I also remember returning from a Combined Arms Exercise 
on September 10, 2001, and getting a call the next morning 
(9/11/2001) stating that the U.S. was under attack and 
that a meeting of the Marine Aircraft Group Principal staff 
was set for 1100, and I should be present, even though we 
were on a 96-hour liberty after returning from deployment. 
The Air Station was on high security alert. The Military 
Police were wearing flak jackets and armed with upgraded 
weaponry, and as far as we knew, America was at war. That 
day had a profound effect on our nation. I remember the 
towers collapsing, the attack of the Pentagon, and the 
sacrifice of those aboard United Flight 93. Many had been 
killed and injured on that day. A “Let’s Roll” call to duty 
echoed across America,
I also remember leaving the USS Saipan (LHA-3) in the 
Spring of 2003, by means of a CH 53E helicopter and 
entering Iraq with Marines and Sailors of Marine Aircraft 
Group 29. Not all those who made their way to Iraq aboard 
the USS Portland (LSD-37) and the USS Saipan, ships in 
which I served as chaplain during the journey across the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Med, the Suez Canal, and eventually 
into the North Arabian Gulf, returned home with us. 
Some of these Marines and Sailors died or were wounded. 
I remember faces, names, shipmates, and fellow warriors 
who served their country well, some giving their “last full 
measure.” I remember.
The Hebrew Bible presents remembrance as more than 
mentally recalling past events. This kind of remembrance 
brings defining moments in history back to life, helping 
people grasp their substance, magnitude, and significance in 
a personal way. When Jewish believers celebrate a Passover 
Seder, they remember the powerful story of liberation from 
slavery and the birth of a people. The Seder liturgy is more 
than recollection; it is participation in the story, making it 
personal and meaningful.
As people who have served our nation as leaders, it is our 
duty to remember. We must remember the service and 
sacrifice of our sisters and brothers who protected our 
nation. We must certainly remember those who gave all, 
and those who gave of themselves to make our lives better 
and more secure. I remember. We remember, and we have 
the responsibility to ensure that our nation remembers.
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HEALTHY LIVING
CAPT (ret) Rita Shapiro, MA, DPT

Healthy Aging
To age healthy, we must strive to keep both our brains and 
bodies active. Research has increasingly demonstrated that 
a combination of physical and brain activity can prevent 
cognitive decline.
Here are a few simple activities to practice to challenge 
both the body and the brain simultaneously:

Standing on one leg with your eyes closed: Research 
informs that this type of balance may provide valuable 
insight into healthy aging and cognitive function. 
Balance appears to reflect how efficiently multiple 
parts of the nervous system are communicating with 
each other.
Dual-Task Walking: Walk while counting backward 
by threes, reciting every other letter of the alphabet, 
or naming animals. The brain must divide its attention 
between movement and thinking, making this a useful 
way to challenge executive function.
Word Recall: Read or hear three to five unrelated 
words, wait five minutes without writing them down, 
and see how many can be remembered. This exercises 
short-term memory and recall.
Reaction Time: Notice if you are responding more 
slowly during sports, driving, or everyday activities 
than you once did.
Learning New Skills: One of the best indicators of 
cognitive health is the ability to continue learning. So, 
try new technology, learn a language, take a cooking 
class, or learn to play musical instrument. All of these 
require the brain to build new neural pathways.
Grip Strength: Research has consistently shown that 
grip strength is associated with healthy aging, mobility, 
and even cognitive health. While it’s not a direct 
measure of brain function, declining grip strength can 
sometimes reflect broader changes in overall health. 
Work to open jars, bottle caps.
Squeeze a stress ball throughout the day.

Source: National Society of Health Coaches

250 Years Ago This Month (Sep 1776)
LTC Hans F. Hunt, U.S. Army (Ret)

The Battle of Harlem Heights was fought during the 
New York and New Jersey campaign of the American 
Revolutionary War. The action took place on September 16, 
1776. The Continental Army, under Commander-in-chief 
General George Washington, Major General Nathanael 
Greene, and Major General Israel Putnam, totaling around 
9,000 men, held a series of high ground positions in upper 
Manhattan. Immediately opposite was the vanguard of 
the British Army totaling around 5,000 men under the 
command of Major General Henry Clinton.
An early morning skirmish between a patrol of Knowlton’s 
Rangers and British light infantry pickets developed into 
a running fight as the British pursued the Americans back 
through woods towards Washington’s position on Harlem 
Heights. The overconfident British light troops, having 
advanced too far from their lines without support, had 
exposed themselves to counter-attack. The outnumbered 
British retreated.
Meeting reinforcements coming from the south and with 
the added support of a pair of field pieces, the British 
light infantry turned and made a stand in open fields on 
Morningside Heights. The Americans, also reinforced, 
came on in strength and there followed a lengthy exchange 
of fire. After two hours, with ammunition running short, the 
British force began to pull back to their lines. Washington 
cut short the pursuit, unwilling to risk a general engagement 
with the British main force, and withdrew to his own lines. 
The battle helped restore the confidence of the Continental 
Army after suffering several defeats. It was Washington’s 
first battlefield success of the war.

MOAACC Five Things is published every other Monday to inform our Members of:
•	Legislation and actions affecting the military, veterans and their family members;
•	What we are doing locally for the military, veterans and their families; and,
•	Upcoming chapter social activities and events.

         MOAACC Five Things
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Mark Your Calendar!

Save the Dates for Upcoming MOAACC 2026 Events:
(See our website events calendar for details)

12 September 2026: MOAACC Picnic at BVMC

7 November 2026: GDF 2026 VyStar Veterans Recognition Dinner

17 November 2026: MOAACC Luncheon & Annual Member Business Meeting

11 December 2026: MOAACC Annual Christmas Dinner Dance

15 December 2026: Annual Spouse & Surviving Spouse Christmas Tea

10 January 2027: 2027 Installation Banquet
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OUR SERVICES
Hospice | Palliative | Grief Support | Veterans Program

See our hospice care quality scores at 
www.medicare.gov/care-compare

Honored to provide 
specialized care and 
recognition to our
NATION’S 
HEROES

St. Francis Hospice
A REFLECTIONS LIFESTAGE SERVICE

Reflecting Life, Love and Compassion
ReflectionsLSC.org | 321-269-4240

https://reflectionslsc.org/
https://www.homeinstead.com/home-care/usa/fl/brevard-county/438/?redirFrom=%2F438
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/eventList.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/eventList.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1
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MOAACC MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

New Members in July & August 2026

TAPS

Nancy Kachenmeister 
July 19, 2026

Major Marlin “Butchie” Jacobs 
August 4, 2026

Mollie Sandberg, Surviving Spouse  
August 5, 2026

Richard “Lovi” Lovisone 
August 13, 2026
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Member's 
Sponsor (C)

Last Name First 
Name

Prefix Service (C) Component 
(C)

Duty Status (C) Membership Level Membership 
Start Date

— Cheng Richard Captain Air Force Regular Retired Annual 06/19/2026
Dave Kobey Cooley Stephen Captain Air Force Regular Former Annual 06/25/2026
Rick Mariani Dickens Charles LTC Army Regular Retired Annual 06/18/2026
— Henderson Lorette Mrs Surviving Spouse Other Surviving Spouse Surviving Spouse (Aux) 06/25/2026
— Koski Stephen CPT Army Other Former Annual 07/09/2026
— Laferte Yvonne Mrs Surviving Spouse Other Surviving Spouse Surviving Spouse (Aux) 07/12/2026
Rick Mariani Morgan Jonathan CW3 Army Regular Retired Annual 07/04/2026
Member's 
Sponsor (C)

Last Name First 
Name

Prefix Service (C) Component 
(C)

Duty Status (C) Membership Level Membership 
Start Date

Dan McIntyre Aloisi Jacob LT Coast Guard Regular Active Annual 08/07/2026
Dan McIntyre Axelsson Mikael LT Coast Guard Regular Active Annual 08/07/2026
Cheri Hawes Croskey Christine Lt Col Air Force Regular Retired Annual 08/06/2026
— Dodds Charles Colonel Air Force Regular Retired Annual 07/23/2026
— Livingston Ashley 2LT Army National Gua Active Annual 07/21/2026
Dan McIntyre Massell Edward ENS Coast Guard Regular Active Annual 08/07/2026
Dan McIntyre McGaughan Sean LCDR Coast Guard Regular Active Annual 08/06/2026
— Penney Robert CWO3 Coast Guard Regular Retired Annual 08/06/2026
— Watson Dennis CW3 Army Regular Retired Annual 07/24/2026

https://soldbyjulie321.com/
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Current Affairs Forum

Speakers Bureau - Veterans Back to Class

Treatment For Post Traumatic Stress Disorder(PTSD)
Col John M. Franco, USAF (Ret)

August’s Forum dealt with the serious disease, PTSD, which affects many in the military, especially those who 
have been in combat situations.  Staff members from Baytree Behavioral Health discussed the background, source 
and treatments for PTSD.  Their organization provides neuropsychological testing and full assessment of injuries 
or disease in the brain which can lead to other bodily disorders.  The overwhelming majority of the clients they 
serve are military active/retired, veterans, reservists and dependents.  They also mentioned that veterans are 
offered free assessments at their facility in Melbourne.  Their website is: https://baytreebehavioralhealth.com

L-R: Talia Bryant, Technician; MOAACC President, Rosa Reich; Dr. Lindsay Eatman; Dr. Joseph Walden; Dr. Scott Fairchild

MOAACC member Colonel Lee Wyatt, US Army (Ret), recently 
gave a historical presentation at One Senior Place in Viera. He 

talked about Eli Whitney, Andrew Jackson and Former First Lady 
Sarah Polk. He also shared about “The Other Gettysburg Address” 

comparing Abraham Lincoln’s 270 word speech compared to 
the13,000+ word speech by the loquacious orator, Edward Everett.

Col John M. Franco, USAF (Ret)
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We Remember
Col John M. Franco, USAF (Ret)

Twenty-five years have passed since September 11, 2001, 
yet the events of that day remain deeply etched in the 
memories of millions of people around the world. For 
those of us old enough to remember the day of the JFK 
assassination, you know what I mean. For those who 
lived through it, 9/11 is remembered not only through 
violent and chaotic images of tragedy and destruction, 
but through the stories of ordinary people who showed 
extraordinary courage. 
A quarter-century later, remembering 9/11 means more 
than looking back; it means honoring the lives that 
were lost, recognizing the military sacrifices in Iraq and 
Afghanistan that followed, and reflecting on the resilience 
of those who rebuilt their lives and communities. 
Twenty-five years after that tragic day, we remember 
with sorrow, gratitude, and hope. We remember the 
people, the courage, and the profound sense of humanity 
that emerged amid unimaginable loss. And we recommit 
ourselves to ensuring that their stories—and the lessons 
of September 11—are never forgotten.
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MOAACC August Luncheon Guest Presentation

Our speaker for the August luncheon was Colonel Brian 
Chatman, the Space Launch Delta 45 installation commander 
and the Director of the Eastern Range at Patrick Space Force 
Base and Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida.  
As the SLD 45 commander, he runs the world’s busiest 
spaceport. He presented a highly informative presentation 
on the US Space Force mission, the specific mission SLD 45 
has at Patrick Space Force Base and Cape Canaveral Space 
Force Station. His outstanding use of static graphics and 
embedded launch videos added much to his extemporaneous 
remarks.  He talked about 2025 being a historic year totaling 
109 orbital launches with a record of three launches in 24 
hours and 39 minutes and four launches in 36 hours. He also 
mentioned that Patrick SFB supported more than 17,000 
sorties and executed 12 Special Operations Forces paradrops. 
Colonel Chatman talked about the “Spaceport of the Future” 
with its goals of establishing infrastructure redundancy and resiliency and supporting a launch every day in the near future.

Why space matters

Col Chatman and MOAAC President 
Rosa Reich

Bayside High School NROTC Color Guard (l-r) Davens Francillon, Elaina 
Rivera, Danica Cole, Jeremiah Kelley

Colonel Chatman

Luncheon attendees
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Happy Birthday to the United States Air Force
Col John M. Franco, USAF (Ret)

Honoring the People Behind the Mission
Beyond its advanced aircraft, satellites, and technology, the enduring legacy of the United States Air Force rests with its 
people. Air crews, missileers, controllers, maintainers, and all support personnel work with discipline and expertise to 
ensure the nation can respond to crises anywhere in the world within hours.

From Army Air Forces to an Independent Service
Until the establishment of the U.S. Space Force in 2019, the Air Force was the 
youngest branch of the U.S. military. Its creation was shaped in large part by 
the visionary leadership of General Henry “Hap” Arnold, who laid essential 
groundwork during World War II as commanding general of the Army Air Forces.
Arnold understood that airpower was more than a support function for ground 
forces. He saw it as a strategic capability that could help win wars through long-
range bombing, air superiority, and rapid global reach. His influence extended 
beyond the battlefield as he pressed for organizational and political recognition 
of airpower within the War Department. Those efforts helped pave the way for the National Security Act of 1947, which 
established the U.S. Air Force as an independent service.

A Legacy of Enduring and Future Airpower
Although the Air Force is among the youngest military services, it continues to operate one of America’s most enduring 
weapons systems: the B-52 Stratofortress bomber. First entering service in the 1950s, the B-52 remains a central part of 
U.S. airpower, alongside aircraft such as the KC-135 tanker, which also joined the Air Force inventory during that era. 
(While I’m on the subject of aircraft age, the F-35, our newest fighter until the F-47 arrives, is already 13 years old.)
Together, the latest addition to the fleet, the B-21, and the B-52 are expected to form the backbone of the future bomber 
force. The B-21 will bring modern stealth, survivability, and advanced sensing to highly contested environments, while the 
B-52 will continue to provide proven range, payload capacity, and reliability for broader mission sets. Their complementary 
“high-low” pairing will allow the Air Force to match aircraft capabilities to mission requirements while preserving flexibility 
across future operations.

“Aim High ... Fly-Fight-Win”
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MOAACC GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION
CPT Donn Weaver, USA (Former) – President, Good Deeds Foundation

GDF Wants YOU as We gear Up 
for our Fundraiser and New Year

Your Good Deeds Foundation is maintaining quite a pace as the summer closes.
	´ On 5 August we spoke with all 28 JROTC Instructors about our support for the coming year and presented them a 
total of $49,000 ($3500 each) to help jump start the new year.

	´ We finalized our program for 
the 7 November VyStar GDF 
Veterans Recognition Dinner 
at the Melbourne Rialto Hilton 
1700-2030.   See the updated 
posters.

	´ GDF provided an Impact 
Sponsorship and had a table at 
the National Veterans Homeless 
Support (NVHS) annual dinner.  
The grant covering all of 2027 
to help prevent veteran family 
homelessness totals $10K which 
means GDF will be the highlight 
supporter at the NVHS 8 Nov 
5K in Eau Gallie.

	´ We provided support to the 25th 
Annual 9/11 Commemoration, 
the all Military Ball at KSC and 
other Fall events in the veteran 
and active-duty community.

Now, why GDF Needs YOU and 
more MOAACC Members:

	´ We have 11 unsold tables at the 
VRD on 7 Nov and ask that you 
and your friend purchase a table 
and perhaps leave a few of the 10 
seats for JROTC Instructors and 
other special guests.   Please scan 
or check the website per posters 
below.

	´ Please consider joining the GDF 
Board in 2027.  We have 3-4 
positions available since some 
of our members are facing their 
own transitions and we want to 
create a Board that will generate 
continuity in leadership in the coming years.   Contact Donn Weaver (757-871-6576,  donnweaver2020@gmail.com) 
or any other GDF Board member for more information.  We hope for sign-ups from September until the end of the 
year and would welcome possible newcomers to sit in on our monthly meetings.  (1 Sep, 13 Oct, 10 Nov 08 Dec).

As your GDF grows in impact and funding power, know it is because MOAACC is the best and GDF reflects same!!
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MOAACC and Others Support USCG Birthday and Family Day Celebration
On a hot Tuesday, 4 August, at the US Coast Guard Station in Port 
Canaveral, more than 130 members of the veteran and business 
community supported over 250 USCG members and their families at 
a dual celebration to mark the birthday and family day of this unique 
service. Your MOAACC and our Good Deeds Foundation were well 
represented as Jose Prieto and others set up our canopy and spoke to 
dozens of visitors, including several prospective new members.
GDF provided substantial funding to AVET whose volunteers 
provided free food and drinks and USO which offered snacks and 
materials for the kids. Other tents included the Viera VA , VFW 
10131 of Cape Canaveral (which has many MOAACC Members as 
well), American Legion, etc.
Both USCG cutters were in port so a record crowd from the various 
units stationed at Port Canaveral made the effort from the community 
even more worthwhile. Happy Birthday to the US Coast Guard and 
thanks for your and your families’ service to our homeland. MOAACC members at USCG Birthday/Fun Day Picnic 

Hans Hunt, Dan MacIntyre, Rosa Reich, Doug Shull, Jose Prieto, Gary Eppler

https://veteran.healthcare/moaa
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On behalf of The Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAACC), we extend our heartfelt gratitude for VyStar 
Foundation’s support of The Good Deeds Foundation, allowing 
us to continue our mission of service and camaraderie. As Vice 
President of the Good Deeds Foundation and a VyStar member 
for four decades I am proud of their unwavering support of the 
military community. Thank you for standing with us as we serve 
and support those who have served our nation.

Mike Gautreaux
Colonel, USMC (ret)
Vice President, MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation

VyStar Foundation is a 
proud sponsor of MOAACC
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https://vystarcu.org/
https://oneseniorplace.com/
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Future Military Physician Leaders Complete Summer Military Training
By: Lillian Marie McBee Leite, Former Surface Warfare Officer, 

U.S. Navy Current Chief, U.S. Navy via HSCP, MOAACC Member
Military medicine gained three stronger future physicians 
this summer as the founding student leaders of the inaugural 
Student Association of Military Osteopathic Physicians 
& Surgeons (SAMOPS) chapter at Burrell College of 
Osteopathic Medicine–Florida Campus completed their 
respective military training programs. All three student 
doctors are new members of the Military Officers Association 
of America Cape Canaveral Chapter (MOAACC) and are 
working closely with chapter leadership to help ensure 
the long-term success and sustainability of Burrell’s newly 
established SAMOPS organization.
President 2LT Amanda Del Moral (U.S. Army), Vice 
President 2LT Karla McElheran (U.S. Army), and Secretary 
2LT Fiorella Nason (U.S. Air Force) returned to campus after 
developing the leadership, resilience, and teamwork expected 
of future military medical officers.
Del Moral and McElheran completed the Army’s Direct 
Commission Course (DCC) and Basic Officer Leader 
Course (BOLC) in Oklahoma and Texas. Del Moral 
described learning to push beyond perceived limits while 

discovering the power of trust, teamwork, and camaraderie 
during demanding missions. McElheran reflected that the 
experience taught her military medicine begins at the front 
lines and continues throughout a service member’s journey 
home.
Nason completed Air Force Officer Training School (OTS) 
in Alabama, where she learned that maintaining physical 
readiness is not simply about meeting fitness standards but 
about remaining prepared to rescue and care for Airmen and 
civilians whenever duty calls.
Together, these experiences have strengthened the leadership 
of Burrell’s newly established SAMOPS chapter. Working 
alongside MOAACC mentors and leaders, the organization 
aims to create a lasting military medicine community by 
promoting mentorship, leadership development, service, 
and professional growth for future military physicians. As 
the inaugural leadership team, Del Moral, McElheran, and 
Nason are committed to building a sustainable organization 
that will continue serving Burrell students for years to come.

Indian River Wealth 
Management Group
UBS Financial Services Inc. 
6905 North Wickham Road 
Suite 200
Melbourne, FL 32940
321-729-6770

Susan Morse
Senior Vice President–
Wealth Management
321-722-5426
susan.morse@ubs.com

Daniel Levy, CFA, CPWA®

Financial Advisor
US Navy Veteran
321-722-5427
daniel.levy@ubs.com

advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg

Your future. Our focus.

For designation disclosures, visit ubs.com/us/en/designation-disclosures. As a 
firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. 
offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment 
adviser and brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. 
Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ 
in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. It 
is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that 
you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about 
the products or services we offer. For more information, please review the client 
relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your 
UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. © UBS 2025. All rights reserved. UBS Financial 
Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. ED_12242024-1   

Exp.: 12/31/2025
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Pictured are 2LT Fiorella Nason (U.S. Air Force, OTS), 2LT Amanda Del 
Moral (U.S. Army, DCC/BOLC), and2LT Karla McElheran (U.S. Army, 

DCC/BOLC). OMS-III, Burrell College of Osteopathic

https://advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg/
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Directory
ENTERTAINMENT/EVENTS
	 Fran Majcher, Spouse Member
HEALTH OF THE CHAPTER
	 Ellie Joy, SSM - (321) 757-0193
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
	 National (Chairman):
		  BG John McMahon, USA Ret
	 State/Local (Deputy Chairman):
		  CPT Chuck Pierce, USA Ret
LUNCHEON COORDINATOR
	 Grace Catron, SPM
MEDICAL & VA CLINIC LIAISON
	 LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
MEMBERSHIP
	 CW4 Jose Prieto, USA Ret
	 Jan Clark, Hon Mbr, Secretary
NOMINATING (Leadership-2028)
	 CAPT Steve Cusick, USN Ret
ON-THE-GO LUNCHEON COORDINATOR
	 Toni Lowe, Spouse Member
SERVICE LIAISONS
	 US Army
		  COL Steve Bond, US Army Ret
	 US Marine Corps
		  Col Mike Gautreaux, USMC Ret
	 US Navy & NOTU
		  COL Pat Keane, US Army Ret
		  LCDR Dan Levy, USN Former
	 US Air Force	
		  Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret
	 920 RQW
		  Col Brent Baysinger, USAF Ret
	 US Space Force
		  Colonel Susan Dabrowski, USAF Ret
	 US Coast Guard
		  CWO4 Dan McIntyre, USCGR Ret
	 USPHS & NOAA
		  Vacant
SPEAKERS BUREAU / VETERANS BACK TO CLASS
	 COL Stephen Bond, USA Ret
	 CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
STORE
	 COL Jerry M. Gill, USA Ret
	 COL Patrick J. Keane, USA Ret
STUDENT, VETERAN & 
COMMUNITY LIASONS
	 VA Clinic / PSFB Medical Clinic
		  LTC Skip Taylor, USA Ret
	 Student Affairs ( JROTC & ROTC)
		  LTC Jim DesJardin, USA Ret
SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE
	 LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
	 Mrs. Teri Jaeger, Spouse Member
	 CH (Lt Col) Thomas Unrath, USAF Ret
SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON &
AUXILIARY COMMITTEE
	 Ellie Joy, SSM
THURSDAY MORNING BREAKFAST
	 Captain Rosa Reich, USAF Fmr
CAREER SUPPORT Transition (TCS)
	 Vacant

VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER
	 LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret
	 CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT
	 LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
	 Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret

MOAACC OFFICERS / DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
	 Captain Rosa Reich, USAF Fmr
1ST VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMS & SPEAKERS
	 LTC Hans Hunt, USA Ret
2ND VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBERSHIP
	 CW4 Jose Prieto, USA Ret
SECRETARY
	 CDR Eric Gardner, USN Ret
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
	 CAPT Arnold Lim, USN Ret
TREASURER
	 COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
ASSISTANT TREASURER
	 LTC William “Bill” Vanasse, USA Ret
MASTER-AT-ARMS
	 Lt Col Michael Notley, USAF Ret
ASSISTANT MASTER-AT-ARMS
	 CPT Larry Wright, USA Fmr

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(Term expires Jan 2027)

CAPT Steve Cusick, USN Ret (Past President)
Ellie Joy, Surviving Spouse
Colonel John Franco, USAF Ret
CPT Larry Wright, USA Fmr

(Term expires Jan 2028)
CDR Ken Lowe, USN Ret
LTC David Kobey, USA Ret
Col Denny Tharp, USAF (RET)

CHAPTER LIAISONS & COMMITTEES
AUXILIARY (See SSM Liaison) Chair
AWARDS CHAIR
	 LTC Hans Hunt, USA Ret
AWARDS NOMINATING COMMITTEE
	 CDR Ken Lowe, USN Ret
	 COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
BREVARD VETS RESOURCE NETWORK
	 LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret
BUDGET & FINANCE
	 COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
CAPE CANAVERAL LADIES
	 Cozette Merritt, SSM
CHAPLAINS
	 CH (Lt Col) Thomas Unrath, USAF Ret
	 CH (LCDR) Ken Lewis, USN Ret
COCOA BEACH CHAMBER (MAC)
	 LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret
CURRENT AFFAIRS FORUM
	 MAJ Mike Kahanca, USA Ret

SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION
President
	 VADM Donald Hagen
Secretary
	 CAPT Arnold Lim, USNR Ret
Treasurer
	 Col Brent Baysinger, USAF Ret
Assistant Treasurer
	 Vacant
BOARD MEMBERS
	 LCDR Daniel Levy, USN Fmr
	 Col Gary Eppler, USAF, Ret
	 COL Michael J Schroeder, USA
	 Lt Col Mike Jaeger, USAF, Ret
ADVISORS & SELECTION
	 CHAIR: Lt Col Mike Jaeger, USAF, Ret
	 CDR Fred J. Reeg, USN Ret
	 LTC Bob Sears, USA Ret
	 COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
	 VADM Don Hagen, USN, Ret
	 CPT Mike Broski, USA, Fmr
	 CAPT Scott Hartley, USCG Ret
DONOR RELATIONS
	 LCDR Daniel Levy, USN Fmr

GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION
President
	 CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
Vice President
	 Col Mike Gautreaux, USMC Ret
Treasurer
	 CDR Don Reott, USN Ret
BOARD MEMBERS
	 1LT Doug Bisset, USA Fmr 
	 Capt Larry Jackson, USAF Fmr 
	 MAJ Mike Kahanca, USA Ret 
	 CWO4 Dan McIntyre, USCG Ret 
	 LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret 
	 COL Tom Rozek, USAR Ret Board
	 Jay Welch, USA, Ret
	 Col Ken Morris, USAF Ret
	 LTC James DesJardin, USA, Ret

DONATIONS:
MOAACC SCHOLARSHIP FUND

P.O. BOX 254708
Patrick AFB, FL 32925-4708

MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation
PO Box 320358

Cocoa Beach, FL 32932

https://secure.moaacc.org/forms/donate
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Unofficial Brevard VMC Veteran Events Calendar

September 2026 & Beyond
NOTE: Some Events change in between our monthly mailing of the BVMC 
Calendar. Keep up to date with those changes using our web link:
https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/upcoming-veterans-events/

SEPTEMBER
11 Sep — 25th Annual Commemoration of the attacks 
on America on 9/11/2001 sponsored by Club 1013 and 
BVMC. (1700-1830) In the new Park /Amphitheater. The 
ceremony will include several speakers who witnessed 9/11 
attacks firsthand as well as somber reflections in music and 
patriotism. 
12 Sep — Space Coast Honor Flight #4 of 5 2026 visits 
by veterans to see their monuments and memorials in 
Washington, DC. Starts at 0400 hours at Melbourne 
International Airport Main Terminal with Welcome Home 
set 2030 hours same evening. Come out and honor these 
veterans, some from the Korean War era and their guardians 
that will travel with them. Many veteran organizations 
and community groups support this amazing program. 
MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation funds FIT ROTC 
cadets and veterans in the VA sponsored FIT Psych PhD 
program to serve as guardians throughout the year. Contact 
schf.org for more information and to sign up on the waiting 
list for both honorees and guardians. 
6 Sep — Special Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home 
Dinner and Celebration sponsored by the Vietnam Exhibit 
Project led by Ben Bydalek, Azon Temple, 1591 W Eau 
Gallie Blvd, Melbourne. The event starts at 1530. FREE 
dinner 1630 -1730 with other events until 2000. VVA 
Chapter 1096 co-sponsor. Contact Ben for more info. 
thenamwar@yahoo.com

OCTOBER
3 Oct — JROTC Raider Challenge Meet #1 at BVMC Park 
and Amphitheater. (0630- 1230)
10 Oct — Medal of Honor BBQ, craft fair, specialty car 
show, music, food trucks and more. Contact BVMC VP 
Don Pearsall for more information. (1000-1600). Veteran 
organizations are invited to set up displays. Proceeds to be 
used to help fund the new Brevard Medal of Honor 501c3 
Project. 
17 Oct — Space Coast Honor Flight #5 of 5 2026 visits 
by veterans to see their monuments and memorials in 
Washington, DC. Starts at 0400 hours at Melbourne 
International Airport Main Terminal with Welcome 
Home set 2030 hours same evening. Come out and honor 
these veterans, some from the Korean War era and their 
Guardians that will travel with them. program. MOAACC 
Good Deeds Foundation funds FIT ROTC cadets and 
veterans in the VA sponsored FIT Psych PhD program to 
serve as guardians throughout the year. Contact schf.org 

for more information and to sign up on the waiting list for 
both honorees and guardians. 
31 Oct — JROTC Raider Challenge Meets #2 at BVMC 
Park and Amphitheater. (0630-1230) 

NOVEMBER
7 Nov — Annual St Francis Hospice 5K Run for Veterans at 
the new Veterans Memorial Park Amphitheater and Plaza, 
0730- 1130. Includes vendors, awards, veteran pinning as 
SFH raises funds for their “We Honor Veterans Program“ 
throughout the County all year. 
7 Nov — Third Annual Cape Canaveral Veterans Day 
Parade sponsored by VFW Post 10131. Starts and Ends 
near the Cape Canaveral City Hall at 1111 Hours until 
1330. Includes music, vendors, food, and more.
7 Nov — Second Annual VyStar MOACC Good Deeds 
Foundation Veterans Recognition Dinner Fundraiser at the 
Melbourne Hilton Rialto, 1700-2000, to recognize veteran 
organizations, projects and individuals who have made 
major contributions on the Space Coast 2025-26. Keynote 
Speaker is US Congressman Mike Haridopolos, with Clerk 
of Courts Rachel Sadoff as MC and Sheriff Wayne Ivey as 
Auctioneer. Sign up to sponsor tables or reserve seats at 
moaacc.org 
8 Nov — Home Stretch 9th Annual 5K sponsored by 
National Veterans Homeless Support in the Eau Gallie 
Arts District with the start at 0800 hours. Sign up at 
https://runsignup.com/homestretch5k
11 Nov — Veteran Day Events at BVMC (0930-1030) and 
many other locations in the county. Details in September. 
14 Nov — JROTC Raider Challenge Meet #3 for District 
Championship at BVMC Park and Amphitheater (0630-
1300) NOTE: State Championships on 12 Dec. 

DECEMBER
5 Dec — Annual Merritt Island Grand Illumination 
sponsored by CAMI and BVMC 1500- 2000 at BVMC 
Amphitheater Park and Plaza. More details in September.
11-12 Dec — 2026 Superintendent’s Cup Brevard County 
JROTC Air Rifle Championships at Palm Bay jr/Sr Magnet 
High School Shooting Range Building 0800-1700 each 
day. This event is a qualifier for the State Championships. 
19 Dec — Wreaths Across America Ceremony at the Cape 
Canaveral National Cemetery and other Brevard locations. 
CCNC 0800 -1030 for family and friends, 1030 - 1100 to 
lay wreaths and 1100-1130 for the Ceremony at the Flag 
Assembly Area. Details in September.
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See more photos in the online section on page 23

Counting state grants and funds raised through table sponsorships, silent auction 
and Sheriff Ivey’s amazing live auction, the National Veterans Homeless Support 
(NVHS) 501c3 organization reaped over $400,000 at their 2026 dinner fundraiser 
on 7 Aug.   The event was held at the Cape Canaveral Conference Center and 
featured keynote speeches from Florida US Representative Mike Haridopolos 
and Florida US Representative and candidate for Governor, Byron Donalds.   The 
Cocoa Beach High School (CBHS) JROTC cadets presented the missing man 
table ceremony even though school has not yet started and the Brevard County 
Sheriff ’s Office Fife and Drum Corps led the CBHS Color Guard into the hall.   
NVHS CEO George Taylor, Jr. gave great update on NVHS success the past year 
to reduce veteran homelessness and prevent same for over 60 veterans and 20 
family members, along with many other activities.  
MOAACC/Good Deeds Foundation purchased a table along with many 
other veteran organizations as the event recognized more than 100 veterans in 
attendance in addition to some Gold Star families and Purple Heart recipients.  

MOAACC/Good Deeds Foundation Members Participate 
in Successful Fundraiser for Homeless Veterans

Cynthia Watkins-Pishdad sings the National Anthem 
next to MC Dana Blikley

Photos Courtesy of Amir Pishdad

US Congressman Byron DonaldsAlmost 500 enjoying dinner 
and contributing lots of money

US Congressman Mike Haridopolos

MOAACC Table (l-r) :  Larry and Lynda Jackson; Hans and Sabrina Hunt, Dan and 
Mary McIntyre, Donn Weaver, Dean Schaaf 

(Photo courtesy of Amir Pishdad with apologies to Larry and Dean)

Sheriff Wayne Ivey conducts live auction
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ADVICE | INSIGHT | A PERSONALIZED PLAN

Josh Hester, CFP®, CPWA®, CRPS® 
Vice President, Financial Advisor 
NMLS #1870746 
U.S. Army Veteran

The Carter Hester Group  
at Morgan Stanley

Source: Forbes.com 2024 and 2025 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams ranking awarded in 2024 and 2025. Each ranking was based on an evaluation process conducted by SHOOK Research LLC (the research company) in partnership with Forbes (the publisher). This 
evaluation process concluded in March of the previous year the award was issued, having commenced in March of the year before that. Neither Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC nor its Financial Advisors or Private Wealth Advisors paid a fee to SHOOK Research LLC, for placement 
on its rankings. This ranking is based on in-person and telephone due diligence meetings to evaluate each Financial Advisor qualitatively, a major component of a ranking algorithm that includes client retention, industry experience, review of compliance records, firm nominations, and 
quantitative criteria, including assets under management and revenue generated for their firms. Investment performance is not a criterion. Rankings are based on the opinions of SHOOK Research LLC and may not be representative of any one client’s experience; investors must carefully 
choose the right Financial Advisor or team for their own situation and perform their own due diligence. These rankings are not indicative of the Financial Advisor’s future performance. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC is not affiliated with SHOOK Research LLC or Forbes. For more 
information, see www.SHOOKresearch.com.

CFP Board owns the marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™, and CFP® (with plaque design) in the US.  |  © 2025 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. 4775942 10/25

advisor.morganstanley.com/the-carter-hester-group 
8150 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne, FL 32940

+1 321 751 2030
josh.hester@morganstanley.com

Named to the 2024 and 2025 Forbes Best-In-State 
Wealth Management Teams Ranking*

https://colonyclub.com/
https://advisor.morganstanley.com/the-carter-hester-group
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BM2 Hannah G. Thomas 
Receives Sailor of the Quarter

Petty Officer Thomas masterfully led members of the 
deck department through revitalization projects during 
the ALERTS’s 139 day drydock period.  She developed 
study methods and materials to train two new Boat Crew 
Members and two new Boat Engineers. In addition, she led 
the correction of all known discrepancies and identified the 
critical rescue and survival gear to come into compliance 
with Coast Guard policy. She demonstrated an unwavering 
commitment and devotion to the betterment of her crew 
and ship. The award was presented by MOAACC member, 
Dan S. McIntyre USCGR (Ret).

USCG Petty Officer Ramos Receives Award

ET1 Kyle Ramos led the Electronics Technician Shop 
through the completion of 200 maintenance hours and 
85 casualties. He creatively developed solutions to rig and 
wire the antenna for the High Frequency radio for the Over 
the Horizon Cutter Boat. In addition, he expertly restored 
ALERT’s internet and server on multiple occasions without, 
Presenting the award is MOAACC member CWO4 Dan 
McIntyre USCGR (Ret).

https://secure.moaacc.org/nx/portal/event-detail?event=33542
https://www.showallegiance.com/?utm_source=snowball&utm_medium=fly-it-forward&utm_campaign=FLYITFORWARD442258&_su_rec=x_6VdPNNmgsiyLNwemgTn5w--AwWB2CFVMFp8uTJT9-1xeQpCuMGPD4s1VDehGe7dkxP_XJgW84vU335MxmHN-9Hg-G7maoPf0GbhOVAr0wZEYcw_LnX7_zFqhMRWV4gFtv92G19JV27j6UbkFjuJT_wrBdS42c5O0W5GJ7PBR0ltdWTZUvxh82S_RAVpHhc-bSHp9yXiUq5yJYZwGzEKiRL4A2-CekZXTW5DvzVB1twJjMEFNhCaLLTXg87uzzsNvp6VPoy4KMcO1pzwMXOaGnneH-EZ-p_CQdpTHQKOwDkmV_Jv1Y5P4WeLcBBshLDExNOLZEVNWJDUGPdkMVBqIO3CF_V9Qieov0G-hvui-nCZTGhowRZB9L2nj78w2zSOIMplHo&_su_rec_id=6b55de54-9516-4a3f-a39b-4efd81361637-1787873627


22

VOL 51 NO 9 September 2026

Photos submitted by MOAACC members.
Get your photos featured in the Intercom!

•	 Send us your high resolution photos
•	 Please provide names and captions

•	 Send to: intercom@moaacc.org

MOAACC Veterans Back to Class & 
Speakers Bureau Members

We have completed the integration of our Veterans Back to 
Class (VBC) Program and Speakers Bureau and are pleased 
to announce the new Veterans Back to Class webpage.
Please take a look: https://www.moaacc.org/events/
veterans-back-to-class. A special thank you to Mike 
Schroeder for creating the page! The new VBC page links 
directly to our Speakers Bureau profiles (including new 
ones for those VBC members who submitted biographies) 
and includes an online speaker request form for educators. 
Requests submitted through the link will be sent to both 
Donn Weaver and me, and we will coordinate assignments 
with our volunteers.
Many Speakers Bureau members are already part of the 
VBC program. For those who are not, this integration 
simply means you may now be considered for school 
speaking opportunities as well. As always, participation 
is entirely voluntary and based on your availability and 
interest.
Soon, I’ll be notifying area educators about the changes 
and providing them with the new VBC webpage as they 
prepare for the 2026–27 school year. If you receive a school 
speaking request directly rather than through Donn or me, 
please let us know and send us a brief summary of the event 
so we can keep our records current.
Thank you for your continued support for this important 
community outreach program. We look forward to another 
successful school year with our expanded Veterans Back to 
Class/Speakers Bureau program!

John Fravel was teaching the Constitution at JROTC at Heritage High School

Pish meets Virgin Atlantic pilot in flight deck after arrival at Orlando 
International Airport, after one month family visit to UK. 

Occasion: the oldest passenger aboard 
The flight… no lollipop

https://secure.moaacc.org/nx/portal/event-detail?event=33562
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More Photos from the Fundraiser for Homeless Veterans
Photos Courtesy of Amir Pishdad
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The Price of Service
When we raised our right hand and took the oath, few of us thought about what that 
commitment might mean 20, 30, or 40 years later. We thought about duty, mission, country, 
and the men and women standing beside us.

Military service gave us extraordinary opportunities, lifelong friendships, and the privilege 
of serving something greater than ourselves. But service can also leave its mark. Years later, 
old injuries return. Backs and knees remind us of miles traveled and missions accomplished. 
Some face surgeries, treatments, and uncertain recoveries. The price of service sometimes 
continues long after the uniform comes off.

I understand that more today than I once did. There are difficult days and, at times, difficult 
decisions about what comes next. But I would not trade my years of service for anything. 
The pain I may experience today cannot diminish the pride I have in having served our 
country and defended the freedoms we enjoy.

Perhaps that is also why organizations such as the Military Officers Association of America 
and our MOAA Cape Canaveral Chapter remain so important.

One of the great pillars of our chapter is camaraderie. But camaraderie is more than gathering 
for lunch, attending an event, or enjoying one another’s company. It is being there when one 
of our own needs us.

Sometimes it is something as simple as receiving a yellow sheet filled with signatures wishing 
you a quick recovery. Sometimes it is a phone call from someone who has traveled a similar 
road and understands what you are facing. It is knowing Survivor Assistance will be there 
for a member or family when the unthinkable happens. It is offering a helping hand without 
being asked.

These may seem like small gestures, but they matter. They remind us that the bonds forged 
through military service do not disappear when our careers end.

We served together. We sacrificed together. And as the years pass, we can continue to look 
after one another.

The price of service can sometimes be painful, but it is also a reminder of a life spent in 
service to our nation. I remain proud of that service and grateful for those who still stand 
beside me.

That is camaraderie. That is commitment.

And that is why we Never Stop Serving.
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https://secure.moaacc.org/nx/portal/event-detail?event=33547
https://secure.moaacc.org/nx/portal/event-detail?event=33605
https://brennco.com/MOAAVACATIONS/signature/
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10th Annual Purple Heart Ceremony is Special
Donn Weaver, President, Good Deeds Foundation

The Brevard Veterans Memorial Center Military Museum was packed on Sunday, 9 August. More than 150 came to honor 
ten recipients of America’s oldest military honor, The Purple Heart. The ceremony marked a decade the event has taken 
place at BVMC under the sponsorship of the Space Coast Chapter 453 of the Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH. 
They are based at the BVMC and have grown to over 130 members in recent years. Purple Heart recipients are those 
seriously wounded or killed in direct combat. George Washington established the award in 1782. With family members 
coming in from many states, the ten honored this year were:
	 Joseph Holly USMC Iraq/Afghanistan	 Earl Fugleberg USA WWII/Korea
	 Erwin Hayward USA Vietnam	 John Juliano USA Vietnam
	 Willie Stephensen USA Somalia	 Cody Queen USA Iraq/Afghanistan
	 Mark Dusel USA Iraq/Afghanistan	 Tom Feigel USA Vietnam
	 Jim Huckabee USA WWII/Korea	 Tony Hodge USMC Vietnam
Three of the awardees were deceased, but not killed 
in action, and well-remembered with their families in 
attendance. Each received an engraved 8x8 inch paver which 
will be added at the site of the Purple Heart Monument in 
the BVMC Memorial Plaza later. MOPH presented them 
with challenge coins and a Purple Heart license plate. 
President of the Sons of the American Revolution, Hans 
Hunt, presented a SAR challenge coin and certificate while 
State Senator Debbie Mayfield also gave them a certificate 
from Tallahassee. Each of the Purple Heart honorees also 
received a beautiful handmade quilt from Karmel Sowers 
and her Quilts of Valor team and will later be recognized 
by US Congressman Mike Haridopolos. MOPH 453 
Commandeer, Keith Van Buren, served as Master of 
Ceremonies as he and other Chapter members read some 
of the highlights of the service, sacrifice and post military 
lives of the honorees.
The ceremony was moving and emotional but also uplifting as the assembled visitors and family members remembered 
and honored the Purple Heart recipients. An official MOPH cake cutting concluded the event.

Marine Corps League and Cocoa Police 
Comb tuned Color Guard Opens the Ceremony. 

The recipients and family members
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JROTC Launched with Great Support got 2026-27 School Year 
CPT Donn A. Weaver USA (Former), President, MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation

All Brevard JROTC Instructors from 14 Army (7), Navy (2) Air Force (3) Marine (1) and Space Force (1) visited the 
BVMC Military Museum on 05 August for a workshop designed to kick off another banner school year, less than week 
before students/cadets return to classes.   Over 15 MOAACC 
and BVMC attended the first 90 minutes of the program 
which featured community supporters.  Highlights of the 
session included”

	´ Welcome by BVMC President Dean Schaaf who 
reminded how the museum and VM Park make for great 
field trips.   

	´ MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation presentation of a 
record $49,000 garter to help all the programs launch at 
$3500 each.

	´ JROTC Units signed up for Color Guards all year long at 
BVMC and MOAACC.

	´ Brevard Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Mark Rendell 
presented encouraging remarks and support to the programs and the veteran groups that help them.  

	´ Briefings from FIT ROTC Leaders, all military recruiting offices, new program to support ROTC and Academy 
applications by Scott Waggoner, former MIHS JROTC Instructor, SAR and other veteran groups on awards and 
scholarship money.   Coffee, donuts and lunch was provided courtesy of GDF. 

It was a great start to what promises to be a solid year for Brevard JROTC programs with plenty of support from 
GDF, BVMC and many other veteran organizations.    We know how important supporting such programs is to the 
future of our country.

All 14 JROTC Schools with both Instructors joined by MOAACC, BVMC members and BPS Supt Mark Rendell to celebrate the new year with big checks in hand.

Getting the word out with Hans Hunt in the foreground right.
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https://secure.moaacc.org/nx/portal/event-detail?event=33604
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AQUA CLASS (BLU RESTAURANT) 

$3,000* per person 

Balcony Cabin 

$2,500* per person 
(Includes military discount, 

gratuities) 

*Prices are subject to change

$900 per cabin 
Non Refundable Deposit 

 21st Annual 
  Good Deeds Foundation    
MOAACC Fundraiser Cruise 

    FEB 26 TO MAR 8 
2027 

Celebrity ASCENT 

                                             

Visiting 

$50 per Cabin 
Donation to 

Good Deeds Foundation 

ROUNDTRIP 
BUS TRANSPORT 

FROM IRCC 
AVAILABLE 

$150 PER PERSON 

TO RESERVE YOUR CABIN 
CALL 

CRUISE HOLIDAYS OF 
VIERA 

321-242-1331

https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=33580
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 2026 VyStar Veterans Recognition Dinner

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  77,,  22002266  MMeellbboouurrnnee  
HHiillttoonn  RRiiaallttoo  

55::0000  PPMM  RReecceeppttiioonn  
66::0000  PPMM  DDiinnnneerr  
$$112255  ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn  

KKeeyynnoottee  SSppeeaakkeerr::    
CCoonnggrreessssmmaann  MMiikkee  HHaarriiddooppoollooss

The Good Deeds Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that provides monetary support to youth, 
active duty military, and Veteran programs in Brevard County.  All net proceeds from this event will be 
used to support:  (1) local high school JROTC programs and the Florida Institute of Technology ROTC 
program;  (2) active duty junior enlisted programs at Patrick Space Force Base, Port Canaveral Coast 
Guard Station, Naval Ordnance Test Unit, and local National Guard and Reserve Units; and (3) 
Veteran programs that include Honor Flight, Veterans Treatment Court, Cape Canaveral National 
Cemetery Ladies, Solemn Pride Caisson, and North Brevard Honor Guard. 

https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=33580
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2026 VyStar Veterans Recognition Dinner 
Honoring the Brevard County Organizations, Projects, and Volunteers Who Support Our 

Veterans 

Please Join Us and Become a Sponsor
for an Evening of Recognition, Inspiration, and Community Impact 

• Date: Saturday, November 7, 2026
• Time: 5:00 PM – Cocktail Reception | 6:00 PM – Dinner & Program
• Location: Hilton Rialto Place, Melbourne, FL
• Tickets: $125 per Seat (Tables of 10 available for purchase).

Highlights of the Evening: 

• Prestigious Awards: Celebrating Brevard County Veterans Organizations, Projects and
Outstanding volunteers

• Inspirational Program: Featuring Veterans Day videos, the official GDF video
presentation, and heartfelt stories of service.

• Live Auction: Exciting items to bid on – your support makes a difference!
• Silent Auction
• 50/50 Drawing
• Gourmet Dinner: Multi-course Buffet dinner prepared by Hilton Rialto's award-winning

chefs.
• Commemorative Program Booklet: 40+ pages of stories, ads, and sponsor highlights

($500 ad opportunities available).
Sponsorship Opportunities: 
• Gold Sponsor: $5,000 – Complimentary table + full page ad
• Live Auction Sponsor: $4,000 Complimentary table + full page ad
• Awards Sponsor: $2,000 Complimentary table
• Booklet Sponsor:  $3,000 Complimentary table.
• Table Sponsor: Purchase a table for $1,250
• Souvenir Booklet Ad: $500 Full Page Ad, $300 Half Page Ad
• Silent Auction Items

https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=33580


32

VOL 51 NO 9 September 2026



33

VOL 51 NO 9 September 2026

A
D

V
ERTISEM

EN
T

A
D

V
ERTISEM

EN
T

Brevard Veterans Memorial Center  12 November 2025 

 
MISSION 
The Brevard Veterans Memorial Center (BVMC) offers a special Veterans 
History Project (VHP) in coordination with the Library of Congress (LOC) at 
no charge. The VHP mission is to collect, preserve, and make accessible the 
personal accounts of American veterans of all services and periods of history. 
Thus, future generations may hear directly from veterans and better 
understand the realities of war and other military service. After 
the recorded interview the veteran and family will receive a link 
to the interview on the BVMC YouTube Channel and (upon 
request) their own digital copy uploaded to a USB Flash Drive. 
A digital copy will also be provided to the LOC. 
 
TO PARTICIPATE 
If you are a veteran, simply contact us and we will arrange a video recorded 
interview in the BVMC library (400 South Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt 
Island, 32952) or, in special cases, at your home. The conversation can last 
thirty minutes or up to two hours depending on your preference. The story 
can include your service and how your life was spent after the military. 
Remember hundreds of veterans have told their stories which are preserved 
forever on the BVMC YouTube Channel and in the LOC. 
 
CONTACT US 
To arrange an appointment please contact: 

Jim Pirotti  732-690-8353  Jim.P-Midstate@hotmail.com 
Paul Julian  321-452-9414  pjulian54@gmail.com 
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VOL 46 NO 12
 December 2021


19

MOAACC Luncheon 

Where: 

Cut off date for reservations or 
cancelations is 
Contact Grace Catron 
417-294-0798

r

S

Christmas Dinner Dance

December 11, 2021


1700-2100

Colony Hall


Indian River Colony Club


Dress: Service Dress Uniform, Coat & 
Tie, Cocktail Dress


Menu: 
1. Filet of Beef au Poivre
2. Salmon Piccata
3. Eggplant Rollatini
Sides for all: Fingerling potatoes and 
asparagus

Dessert: Mississippi Mud Pie


Price: $50.00

RSVP

Cut off date for reservations or 
cancelations is Monday, 6 December


Contact: Mary McIntyre at 
321-254-6997


◻ Beef ◻ Salmon.    ◻ Eggplant

        Christmas Dinner Dance

℅ Treasurer

Monday, December 6

CLICK  HERE to RSVP &
make payment online

Renew Your Membership!
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Thank You For Your Support!!! 

NEVER STOP SERVING.® 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
CAPE CANAVERAL CHAPTER (MOAACC) 

MOAACC Needs Your Support – Advertise! 
The MOAACC is comprised of over 1,000 members of active, retired, former officers, their spouses 
and auxiliary members.   The Chapter is the largest in Florida and one of the largest in the United States.   

The INTERCOM is the primary communications vehicle for the Chapter. Copies are mailed to members, 
friends and other MOAA Chapters throughout Florida and the United States. Additional copies are 
disseminated at facilities on Patrick SFB and throughout Brevard County. The INTERCOM is also posted 
to our award-winning website (www.moaacc.org) and distributed to over 1,500 email subscribers. 
Members are patriotic and professional. We encourage our members to support businesses that support 
MOAACC. 

These publications provide a unique opportunity for advertisers to reach military professionals throughout 
Brevard County.  

ADVERTISEMENT ORDER FORM
Size Per Issue 12 Issues/12 months 

Quarter Page Package 1 ~3 1/2” W x 4” H $100 $1,000 
Half Page Package 1 ~7 1/2” W x 5” H $200 $2,000 
Website Ad Only 2 www.moaacc.org $500 

1. Includes publication in The Intercom printed/mailed version, website version and posted to our sponsor page/banner (12
months). Includes sponsor table at monthly luncheons.

2. Website ads posted to our sponsor page/banner (12 months).

Size of Ad:_____________ Mo/Yr to Begin________ Mo/Yr to End_________ # of Ads___________  

Rate:___________  Total:______________  Company Name:_______________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________  State:_______________  Zip:______________       

Email:_________________________________  Company Contact:___________________________ 

Tel #:_______________________________Fax # ________________________________________ 

• Submit Ads in .pdf or .jpeg file format.

• Email Ad & completed order form to moaacapecanaveral@gmail.com.

• Ads must be submitted by the 10th of the month preceding the first month of publication.

• Please make check payable to MOAACC.

• Mail check and order form to: MOAACC, PO Box 254186, Patrick SFB, FL 32925.

• For assistance, please contact Mike Schroeder at (910) 528-4337 or email us at 
moaacapecanaveral@gmail.com.





