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VOTING IS THE RIGHT OF
EVERY CITIZEN OF THE U.S.A
ALL NOMINEES DESERVE A

YEA… OR …NAY
PLEASE VOTE TUESDAY 5 NOV.

Rick Kniseley, Colonel, USAF (Ret), President, MOAACC

Amir M.Pishdad, CW3, USA (Ret)

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

EXECUTIVE EDITOR & PAO

Something to Keep in Your Back Pocket
Boy has this been quite a week! Cheryl and I planned to take a short cruise to the Keys and Perfect Day 
at CocoCay. We were leaving on Sunday and be home on Friday. Little did we anticipate Hurricane 
Milton. Listening to the Weather Channel we decided we would be safe to go on the cruise because 
Milton was forecasted to go up the Gulf side of Florida. Well, the best laid plans … Just in case, we put 
all the outdoor furniture in the house. The morning of sailing we got the word from Celebrity the Keys 
and the CocoCay were out and get an extra day at Sea and a stop in Nassau. Oh well.
The best thing we did was to sign up for Wi-Fi. We could get emails and watch the local TV stations 
about Milton. I couldn’t believe how many people from Brevard were onboard the ship. We never lacked 
for information about Milton from the Captain and the Brevard locals, not to mention emails from 
relatives and friends. Best part we had a super time on the Ship traversing around the Caribbean --lots of 

activities, great shows, and terrific food.
When Milton finally struck near Siesta Key and would stay a major hurricane moving across Central Florida the way towards Brevard 
we feared we made the wrong decision to go on the cruise. It was about this time our communications began to falter on the ship. We 
couldn’t get local Orlando stations and the Weather Station seemed to focus on the damage around Tampa and predicted damage 
for Orlando. All we heard were predictions of tornadoes in Port St. Lucie, and Fort Pierce on Thursday night, and “something about 
a tornado in Brevard”. What? We care about Brevard County! All we heard were rumors. We didn’t get real word about Brevard 
until around 6:00 AM on Friday. Weather Channel said it looked like Brevard fared well. We breathed easier, but without any real 
knowledge until we could use our cell phones. We prayed for those who suffered damage to their homes and property. We thanked 
God for watching over our neighbors and our home. We were VERY LUCKY only a couple torn pool screens and lots of leaves and 
sticks in the yard.
When I got time to read my emails, I read an important email from Steve Bond to the MOAA Chapter Presidents. He wrote about a 
great way to help members and let others know about the MOAA Foundation Crisis Grants program for current MOAA members 
currently serving, retired, or honorably discharged or any surviving spouses sustaining a monetary loss during natural disasters, 
including hurricanes and flooding. All you have to do go to the MOAA website and fill out a relatively easy form. MOAA will 
evaluate your request and get you necessary funds once it’s approved.
This information is something to keep in your back pocket. Who knows when you or someone you know may have a serious need for 
assistance. MOAA can be an important solution.
All I know for the future I won’t forget about MOAA Foundation Grants and will definitely get Wi-Fi anytime we are on a cruise.

“Never Stop Serving”

Ca
pe Canaveral Chapter

https://charities.moaa.org/the-moaa-foundation/crf/
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NOVEMBER EVENTS
(Click Event for Details)

11/3	 Free Veterans Day Open House - 1 PM - 4 PM 
@ American Muscle Car Museum - Melbourne

11/7	 Current Affairs Forum w/William (Bill) Toti, CAPT, 
USN (Ret) - Israel & Gaza - 8 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

	11/12	 On-The-Go Luncheon - 8 AM 
@ Squid Lips - Cocoa Beach

	11/14	 TMBC - 8 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

	11/16	 VyStar 2024 Good Deeds Foundation 
Golf Tournament @ Indian River Colony Club

	11/19	 MOAACC B.O.D. Mtg. - 9:30 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - Chapel

	11/19	 MOAACC Luncheon & Annual Membership 
Business Meeting - 11:30 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - Colony Hall

	11/21	 TMBC - 8 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

To see details for these events, 
visit https://moaacc.org/events 

INTERCOM Photo 
& Article Submission Rules

PHOTOS:
• Photos must be in “High Resolution”in jpg format and sent

as an “Attachment.”
• When sending photos, select “actual size” on computer or

cell phone.
• Submit one photo per article, or more if absolutely necessary.
• All photos must have “captions” of who, what, when, where

and why.
ARTICLES:

• Articles must be in Microsoft “Word” format (Times New
Roman, font 11).

• LIMITS: One article per email, not more that 375 words.
Each Article must include Author Name & Rank

NEW DEADLINE & SUBMISSION EMAIL:
•	 Photos & Articles are DUE NO LATER THAN the 15th of 

each month, to give our staff enough time for editing. Do
not send your submission to Jeremiah, Rita, or Pish. Please 
send ALL submissions to the following email address:

intercom@moaacc.org
INTERCOM PUBLICATION:

• THE INTERCOM is published 12 times annually by the
Cape Canaveral Chapter, Inc. (MOAACC), an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
Alexandria ,Va.

• Contents of the Intercom articles are opinions solely of the
authors and do not express the policy or official views of
MOAA or The the Cape Canaveral Chapter (MOAACC)

• The advertisements that appear in this publication do not
reflect an endorsement by MOAA or by MOAACC.

• Comments and suggestion are welcome. Contact
EXECUTIVE EDITOR: pish104@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS & MARKETING COMMITTEES
INTERCOM:

EXECUTIVE EDITOR & PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER FOR 
INTERCOM: Amir M. Pishdad, Sr.
INTERCOM CONTENT EDITOR: Rita Shapiro
LAYOUT/GRAPHICS: Jeremiah Zeleny
PRESS RELEASES & MEDIA LIAISON: Marilyn Sanford
DISTRIBUTION: Jan Clark
WEB LINK AND ELECTRONIC DISTRO: Mike Schroeder
PHOTOGRAPHERS: Skip Taylor, Amir Pishdad, Jr., Gloria Makowski, 
Tim Pishdad, Jose Prieto
ADVERTISING: Larry Jackson

Other Media Related Roles:
ADVERTISERS/SPONSORS: Donn Weaver, Mike Schroeder, Larry 
Johnson 
(Includes other MOAACC Missions as well as Intercom)
WEBMASTER: Mike Schroeder
FIVE THINGS: Steve Bond
FACEBOOK: Tim Pishdad
MOAA/Florida Council of Chapters Liaison: Marilyn Sanford

TABLE OF CONTENTS
2	 President’s Perspective, 

Executive Editor & PAO
3	 Article Submission & Rules
4	 Legislative Affairs
5	 Financial Literacy
6	 Points to Ponder, 

		 Healthy Living
7	 Mark Your Calendar!
8	 Membership Update, TAPS
9	 MOAACC Leadership Nominees

	10-12	 MOAACC Photos
14 MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation 
17 Directory

See more in the online version 
at https://moaacc.org

 11/28 No TMBC - Happy Thanksgiving 

https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29325
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=22855
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29324
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=22905
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23642
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=20655
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23620
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=22955
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John R. McMahon, BG, USA (Retired)

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
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Your future. Our focus.

UBS Financial Services Inc.
6905 N Wickham Road, 2nd 
Floor, Melbourne, FL 
32940-7552
321-729-6770

Susan Morse
Senior Vice President - Wealth Management
321-722-5426
susan.morse@ubs.com

Daniel Levy, CFA, CPWA®
Financial Advisor
321-722-5427
daniel.levy@ubs.com

advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg

©UBS 2024. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a 
subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. D-UBS-175AB113

Potpourri
Five days and counting (from when you receive this) until 
election day! With so much at stake, it seems like a no-brainer 
for all of us to get out to vote by mail or in person. While during 
my 35 years of active-duty service, I voted exclusively by mail, 
I now prefer to cast my vote in person at my local precinct. 
There’s a certain vibe one feels at the polling station, an air of 
professionalism in the volunteers who guide you through the 
steps, not to mention the feeling of pride and patriotism in 
having performed one’s civic duty. I hope you all get as excited 
about voting as I do and get ‘er done.
In last month’s column, I described the Continuing Resolution 
(CR) dilemma faced by the US Congress as the clock ticked 
down to another potential government shutdown generated 
by Congress’s failure to pass a new FY2025 budget on time. 
It has been 27 years since Congress passed a budget on time! 
Anyway, while many celebrated the moment as a short-lived 
victory (the current CR runs out on 20 December 2024), the 
upshot includes degradation to military readiness, key project 
delays, and the denial of essential services for veterans. SECDEF 
Lloyd Austin characterized the impacts on DoD as “creating 
uncertainty and putting us at a strategic disadvantage,” affecting 
military operations, readiness, and long-term planning, as well 
as recruiting, training, and capability development. The VA is 
confronted with a $12 Billion shortfall as demands for expanded 
coverage and access to care under the recently passed PACT Act 
increase. What a mess!
Meanwhile, the annual Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) 
figures for 2025 are finalized at a 2.5% increase based on the 
Consumer Price Index for urban wage earners and clerical 
workers (CPI-W); this compares to a 3.2% increase last year, an 
8.7% increase in 2023, and a 5.9% increase in 2022. The “good 
news” is rampant inflation is generally “under control.” We’ll 
have to wait and see what happens next year when more tariffs 
on imported goods kick in as promised by both presidential 
candidates (Trump and Harris). One of MOAA’s claims to 
fame is its continuing efforts to track COLAs while protecting 
this sacred benefit which is constantly under attack in the 
Congressional Budget Office’ biennial report on budget-cutting 
options. This is due out again in January 2025 when the new 
119th Congress convenes. 
Finally, after the vote tallying is completed and the new Congress 
is seated, what follows is the subject of a recent report, Fixing 
Congress, the product of a bipartisan group of retired Members 
(House and Senate) who focus on changing the “rules of the 
road” used in the Congress to produce results—legislating and 
allocating funding. Among their eight major recommendations 
are some no-brainers, all of which would require Congressional 
leaders to relinquish some control to its members. First, 
improve collegiality and interaction with non-partisan seating 

in chambers and committees and limit party caucus lunches 
and meetings. Next, modulate the working atmosphere on the 
Hill by including five working legislative days per week (rather 
than three) and allow legislators to spend every fourth week in 
their home districts. Implement a new rule guaranteeing debate 
and voting for relevant floor amendments that have significant 
support from Members on both sides of the aisle; give bipartisan 
amendments a vote during internal committee “markup” sessions. 
Allow a petition process for committee members to bring any 
bipartisan committee-approved matter to the floor without the 
approval of the House Speaker, thus empowering the rank and 
file. Make committees smaller, with each Member assigned to 
only one “major” and one “minor” committee and allow those 
committees to elect their own chairs and ranking party members; 
these committees should reflect the overall composition of the 
chamber. Strengthen majority rule by simplifying the manner 
in which a majority can bring any matter to the floor. Make a 
“Motion to Vacate” require at least fifty Members of the majority 
party (as opposed to anyone in either party), thus reducing the 
temptation to hold the Speaker politically hostage to any issue, 
trivial or otherwise. Restore the talking filibuster and require at 
least 41 votes to continue the debate (rather than the current 60 
required to close the debate). As arcane and byzantine as some 
of the current rules seem, these recommendations heed some 
thoughtful consideration, especially in the current climate of 
partisan warfare. Good luck!!

https://advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg/
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FINANCIAL LITERACY
CAPT Arnold Lim, USNR (Ret)

How To Report Your QCD on Your Taxes
Did you or someone you know make a QCD? This author wrote an article on Qualified Charitable Distributions 
(QCDs) in the February 2022, edition of the Intercom. To follow up on that topic, if you made a QCD from 
your traditional IRA, it’s important to report it properly when filing your federal income taxes. However, it can 
be tricky to know how to do this.
Individuals aged 70.5 years and older may transfer up to $100,000 from a traditional IRA directly to charity 
organization(s) each calendar year and have it count as what is known as a QCD. These can count as all or part 
of your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) for that tax year, but you’re not taxed on them, and they’re not 
added to your adjusted gross income. That is a big deal.
That being said, when you receive your 1099-R Form from the brokerage company holding your traditional IRA 
in Q1 of the following tax year, the form will not directly reflect the QCD amount. Rather the form will only show 
the total distributions taken that entire tax year; the form will not segregate regular withdrawals from an IRA 
versus QCDs. So, how do you make sure your regular distributions and QCDs are reported correctly, so you will 
not get improperly overtaxed? Let’s go through the steps.
Step 1: Locate your Gross Distribution (on Line 1) on your 1099-R Form. For this example, let’s say your QCD 
for 2024 totaled $26,000.00.
Step 2: Subtract what you know to be the correct total amount of QCD from that Gross Distribution amount. For 
this example, let’s say your QCD for 2024 totaled $10,000.00.
Step 3: Locate your 1040 Form. For “IRA Distributions” (on Line 4a), insert the total amount of distributions 
previously found on your 1099-R Form. For this 
example, that would be $26,000.00.
Step 4: For “Taxable Amount” of “IRA Distributions” 
(on Line 4b) of your 1040 Form, report the taxable 
remainder found earlier in your calculations (even if 
this amount is $0). For this example, that would be 
$26,000.00 - $10,000.00 = $16,000.00.
Step 5: If using paper filing, write “QCD” next to Line 
4b so the IRS knows why the numbers for Lines 4a 
& 4b don’t match. If using a tax filing software like 
TurboTax, a drop-down box for Line 4b should give 
you the choice to select QCD, and then the QCD 
number will automatically be subtracted.
That will do it!
Reminder: MOAACC has two outstanding charitable 
501(c)(3) organizations that can certainly utilize 
contributions, e.g., QCDs, to benefit our local 
community: Scholarship Corporation (TIN: 59-
3563724) and Good Deeds Foundation (TIN: 
46-5148264). So, if you are able, please consider
contributing.
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https://www.homeinstead.com/location/438/?redirFrom=/438
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HEALTHY LIVING
CAPT (ret) Rita Shapiro, MA, DPT

POINTS TO PONDER
MAJ (Chaplain, USAR Ret.) Bill Adams, MOAACC

The planetary season is fall, but what is the spiritual 
season? Known as the “High Holy Days,” the Jews 
also call it the “Season of Awe.” The rabbis hold that 
in the time of the fall feasts of Israel, God is judging 
the world, calling His people to repent and account for 
their actions toward Him and each other.
The season began when the sun set on 2 October and 
the world entered the year 5785 (Hebrew calendar). 
The holy day (holiday) observed in Israel and around 
the Jewish world is Rosh Hashanah (Head of the Year). 
The Bible calls it the Feast of Trumpets for it is the time 
to blast the shofar (ram’s horn) that heralds the new 
year. Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) follows as the 
holiest day of all. Tabernacles, the ingathering feast, is 
capped off by Simchat Torah when the Torah scrolls 
are rewound to Genesis, the book of beginnings.
“Speak to the children of Israel and say to them: The 
feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim to be holy 
convocations, these are My feasts” (Leviticus 23:1-2). 
Notice whose feasts they are…because the Jews have 
kept them for millennia, we tend to call them “The 
Jewish Feasts,” yet the Scripture says, “The feasts of 
the Lord,” and God Himself says, “these are My feasts.”
When we hear “feast” we think of a big meal, and there 
are wonderfully festive meals, but the word in Hebrew 
actually means “an appointed time” in contrast with 
Greek chronos (and our chronometers) that dictate 
most of our daily life. 
Like Israel, our opportunity is to meet with God at 
His appointed time. Think about it: The Lord of 
Heaven and Earth has saved the date on His calendar 
for His people to enter the awe of His presence and be 
changed.
The Jews sum up the feasts… “They tried to kill us. 
We won. Let’s eat!” Some dark humor is needed as Iran 
and its terror proxies are attacking the Jews, intent on 
wiping Israel off the map. With the painful anniversary 
of the Oct 7 massacre and 100 hostages still captive 
in Gaza, the people of Israel are traumatized, but 
soldiering on to victory, in these days of awe.

Health Awareness or Well Awareness?
That is the Question!!

We are inundated with the advertisements for this drug will 
be good for this condition or the next one for something 
else! But have you noticed while they promote those 
drugs on the commercials, and quietly list the nasty side 
effects, the actors representing the “patients with such 
grave diseases” are always shown to be dancing and happy! 
Makes you wonder!! Hmmmmmm! 
But I think what they really mean to promote is well 
awareness; but having to promote their products, they tend 
to equate that with the use of that pharmaceutical thus 
making the audience captive to that product. 
Do I sound cynical? I do not really mean to be, but I feel 
that our society has become captive to the “Give me a pill 
to fix the issue” motto than to take responsibility of our 
health and wellness matter into our own hands. We have 
stopped questioning or becoming more engaged in our 
own well being, so are content to let others lead us, instead 
of taking responsibility for our own health. 
Our health is in our own hands but only if we are willing to 
take responsibility for ourselves to be WELL!

https://gdfgolf.com/
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Space Coast Navy Wives’ Club
Please join us for our November 15th luncheon at THE 
TIDES on Rt A1A Patrick Space Force Base. Social hour 
begins at 11:30am and lunch is served at noon.
Our speaker will be Gerard Straub.  He will talk about 
his journey from Hollywood, and going from riches 
to rags and being happy.  Gerard now runs a children’s 
orphanage in Haiti.
Our menu choices are Turkey dinner will all the fixings 
or Caesar Chicken Salad.  Dessert will be Pumpkin Pie.
For more information and to make reservations, please 
call or text Ellie Joy at (321) 961-2962.
Reservations must be made no later than noon, 
Tuesday, November 12th.
Remember friends and family are always welcome.  
This month we will meet in the Ballroom, so bring a 
wrap or sweater to keep warm.

Mark Your Calendar!
Save the Dates for upcoming 

MOAACC Events:
7 November 2024: Current Affairs Forum
16 November 2024: MOAACC Annual Golf 
Tournament
19 November 2024: Annual Membership Business 
Meeting
7 December 2024: Annual Christmas Dinner Dance 
10 December 2024: On-The-Go Christmas Luncheon
17 December 2024: MOAACC Surviving Spouses/
Spouses Christmas Tea
4 January 2025: MOAACC 2025 Installation Banquet
17-19 January 2025: MOAA FCoC Training Seminar &
Mini-Convention in Orlando

Next On-the-Go Luncheon:
This month’s ‘On-the-Go we will meet at Squid 
Lips (2200 S. Orlando Ave, Cocoa Beach, FL). For 
reservations or additional information phone Toni 
Lowe at (321) 474-6888. Cut off for reservations, 
cancellations is the Friday prior, so she can inform 
the restaurant on how many are coming. Cost: Per 
individual. As always, please honor your reservation or 
call Toni if you cannot attend so she can inform the 
restaurant in a timely fashion. Everyone is invited so 
please join us.

MOAACC Luncheon & Annual 
Membership Business Meeting
11/19/2024 11:30 AM - 01:00 PM

Location:
Indian River Colony Club
1936 Freedom Drive
Melbourne, FL 32940
Building Number: Colony Hall

Cost is $25.00 for luncheon. Meal choices are:
1. Beef Stroganoff over Pasta w/veggies
2. Chef Salad
3. Vegetarian meals available upon request

All meals include rolls & butter, coffee & tea and the 
Chef ’s sweet choice for dessert. Cash bar available.
Please RSVP/cancel by 14 November 2024, online, or 
by contacting Grace Catron at events@moaacc.org or 
(417) 294-0798. You can pay online with Credit Card, 
pay at the door or mail payment with RSVP to:

MOAACC
c/o Michael J Schroeder, Treasurer
PO Box 254186
Patrick SFB, FL 32925

Members of the Mighty MOAA-Cape 
Canaveral Chapter:

Mark your calendar to cast your vote for the 
Chapter leadership in November. See page 9 for a 

list of nominees.

STAY UP TO DATE - VISIT:
www.MOAACC.org

https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=22855
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23642
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23620
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23625
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=20205
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23983
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23635
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23659
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=23620
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MOAACC MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

The Following New Members were approved by the BOD on [...date needed here...]:
Name Rank Service Status Sponsor

Lee Crusius CDR Coast Guard Active Dan McIntyre
Robert Ingram LT Navy Former

Thomas Palmer Lt Col Air Force Retired Wayne Justice

TAPS
MOAA CAPE CANAVERAL CHAPTER 

MEMBER, AUXILIARY, and SPOUSE DEATHS
September 2024 deaths listed
for November 2024 Intercom

NONE

TO

REPORT

Contact the MOAACC Treasurer
to change from paper to web

Visit our MOAACC Chapter website: 
www.moaacc.org

GO GO 
DIGITAL!DIGITAL!

Get The Intercom Online!
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2025 MOAACC Officers & Directors Nominees

Col Gary D. Eppler, USAF Ret,
MOAACC Nominating Committee Chair
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EUROPA  here we come! Where is the water?

Facts:

• Europa is one of eighty moons of Jupiter • About 360 million miles from earth. • It takes roughly five years to get there.

 NASA photos from TV 

10

https://science.nasa.gov/mission/europa-clipper/
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MOAACC Past Presidents Dinner

The Dinner was held on 5 October 2024, at Indian River Colony Club
Above photo, back row, far right, Rick Kniseley, Colonel, USAF (Ret), 2024 MOAACC President, 

joined the annual photograph with ten other Past presidents.

Front Row L-R:
MAJ Tim Pishdad USA, 2020
Col Susan Neugebauer USAF, 2011
Maj. Joe Oblack USAF, 2010
Col Steve Bond USA, 2021
CAPT Robert D. Watts USN, 2015
Col Gary Eppler USAF, 2018

Back Row L-R:
CPT Donn Weaver USA, 2016
LtCol Brian Whalen USAF, 2023
COL Jeffrey C. Rogers USA, 2014
CDR A Courtney Yelle USN, 2013
Soon to be Past President, Col Rick 
Kniseley USAF, 2024

(Not present: CDR Ken Lowe USNR 2022)
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MOAACC Members & Friends
Aloha Trip - September 2024

LTC (R) Ben Zoller, CPT (F) Rob Dale, COL (R) Virginia Zoller, 
and Michelle Dale, in a Banyan Tree at Lolani Palace, Former home of 

Hawaii’s Final Monarchs, Honolulu, Hawaii

MAJ (R) Tim Pishdad and LTC (R) Cynthia Watkins-Pishdad besides the “Might 
Moe”, USS Missouri,  Pearl Harbor, Hawaii



13

VOL 49 NO 11 November 2024

Call (321) 626-2350 for more information

We’ll share the advantages of preplanning cremation along with the many 
benefits you are entitled to as a veteran.

Veterans Memorial Center
Merritt Island

One Senior Place
8085 Spyglass Hill Rd
Melbourne, FL 32940

FREE Informational Luncheons
Join us for one of our

 for more information

We’ll share the advantages of preplanning cremation along with the many 
benefits you are entitled to as a veteran.

Veterans Memorial Center
Merritt Island

Informational Luncheons
Join us for one of our
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On behalf of The Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAACC), we extend our heartfelt gratitude for VyStar 
Foundation’s support of The Good Deeds Foundation, allowing 
us to continue our mission of service and camaraderie. As Vice 
President of the Good Deeds Foundation and a VyStar member 
for four decades I am proud of their unwavering support of the 
military community. Thank you for standing with us as we serve 
and support those who have served our nation.

Mike Gautreaux
Colonel, USMC (ret)
Vice President, MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation

VyStar Foundation is a 
proud sponsor of MOAACC
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https://vystarcu.org/
https://www.nationalcremation.com/
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MOAACC GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION
Donn Weaver, CPT (USA) Former

A Fall of Records and Impact for Good Deeds Foundation.
While waiting for Hurricane Milton and preparing for long planned travel right afterwards, I wanted to share some 
remarkable news about your Good Deeds Foundation in this November Intercom Issue. Here is what we reported to the 
MOAACC Board at. the 15 October Board Meeting which provides great highlights.

A. FY 2024: We ended FY 2024 with another record of $130,000 donations to our Four Pillars: Youth, Active Duty,
Veterans and Vet 501c3 with Great Support Track records like, WAA, SCHF, BNOVLB, Back Brevard Heroes and many 
more.

B. FY 2025: Thanks to expected generous donations and what looks like a positive 16 November Golf Tourney we have
increased our FY 2025 Budget, see below.

C. EVENTS: Thanks to MOAACC for great support to many GDF sponsored events including 9/11 ceremony and
BNOVLB recently. NOTE: Space Coast Honor Flight set for 12 Oct was scrubbed. GDF Check for $6,400 for 8 FIT
ROTC Cadets and 8 FIT PhD VA Candidates to serve as Guardians will be presented with first 2025 flight set for early
April 2025. The JROTC Raider meet set for 12 Oct was cancelled due to impending hurricane Milton. Final Raiders
meet at VMC Park will be 02 November (10-1200 hours) and hope that the MOAACC will be there to talk with cadets
and hand out trophies.

D. ANNUAL GRANTS: GDF is setting records this
Fall for many donations. Among Them:

— PSFB Warm-Heart .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               $10K

— OASIS for Troops. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               $1,500

— CCNC Caisson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 $2,500

— CCNC North Brevard Honor Guard.  .  .  .   $1,000

— Veteran Connections (vets in distress)  .   .  $4,000

— Their Voice of Hope (Women Vets) .  .  .  .    $3,000

— SCHF .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      $6.4K 

E. GOLF: With $26K in sponsorships and 66 golfers
so far, we are on track for the most successful Golf
Fundraiser ever. We are working with NOTU, USCG,
VFW CC, JROTC and many others for teams and
support. Mike will provide a full update. Appreciate
MOAACC sign sponsors and other support for the
event which we will finalize early November.

G. IMPACT LIST and Annual Meeting Report:
Hurricane has hampered finalizing our $130K FY 2024
Impact list but will have it for website and more in late
October. It will be a key piece for our portion of the
annual Chapter report in November.

2024 VyStar 
Good Deeds Foundation 
Golf Tournament 
Benefiting Brevard County 
Military, Veterans’and ROTC/
JROTC Units 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2024 
INDIAN RIVER COLONY CLUB Golf Course 4 
PERSON SCRAMBLE
$125 Per Player  (($$8855  IIRRCCCC  GGoollff  MMEEMMBBEERRSS))
8:00 AM SHOTGUN START

To Register
Go To

GDFGolf.com 

Contact  
Larry Jackson, Tournament 
Director larryj59@gmail.com 

321-242-1331

EENNTTRRYY  FFEEEE  IINNCCLLUUDDEESS
 GGRREEEENN  &&  CCAARRTT  FFEEEESS,,  RRAANNGGEE  BBAALLLLSS
 EENNTTRRYY  TTOO  WWIINN  $$1100,,000000  HHOOLLEE  IINN  OONNEE
 AAMM  BBLLOOOODDYY  MMAARRYY  BBAARR
 AAWWAARRDDSS  LLUUNNCCHH
 OONN  CCOOUURRSSEE  BBEEVVEERRAAGGEESS
 11SSTT,,  22NNDD,,  33RRDD  TTEEAAMM  CCAASSHH  PPRRIIZZEESS

https://gdfgolf.com/
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OneSeniorPlace.com   •  321-751-6771   •  8085 Spyglass Hill Road, Viera, Florida  32940

EVERY DAY IS VETERANS DAY!
Every day is Veterans Day at One Senior Place and its 
trusted affiliate, Senior Partner Care Services. On site, 
you’ll find a full-time VITAS veterans liaison, a large 
selection of veterans benefits & resources and your 
personal invitation to our annual salute to veterans event!

Seniors & Caregivers: We’re your one-stop source
for information, referrals and senior services!
One Senior Place
• Dozens of senior-focused businesses
• Daily events and seminars
• Free 30-minute consultation

Senior Partner Care Services
• Tailored in-home personal care
• Registered nurse on call 24/7
• Complimentary assessments
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Exclusively Serving Veterans And 
Military Families Like Yours.

Experience Unparalleled 
Personal Service From a 
Team of Seasoned 
Professionals

- Focused Soley on the
Military Community.

Richard Proctor
Relationship Manager

(689) 777-0465
rproctor@aafmaa.com

AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust
FINANCIAL PLANNING • INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TRUST SERVICES

© 2024 AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC.  Information provided by AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC is not 
intended to be tax or legal advice. Nothing contained in this communication should be interpreted as such. We encourage you to seek 

guidance from your tax or legal advisor. Past performance does not guarantee future results.

@aafmaatrustaafmaatrust.com @awm&t @aafmaa_trust
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https://reflectionslsc.org/
https://aafmaatrust.com/
https://oneseniorplace.com/
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Unofficial Brevard VMC Vets Calendar

NOVEMBER 2024 AND BEYOND
Contact VMC for any additions or other information.

NOTE: Some Events Change in-between our monthly mailing of the VMC Calendar. 
Keep up to date with those changes using our web link:

https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/upcoming-veterans-events/
or contact donnweaver2020@gmail.com for more information or to participate.

NOVEMBER 2024
02 Nov — JROTC Raider Challenge DISTRICT 
CHAMPIONSHIP Invitational Competition at the Veterans 
Memorial Center Park (0630-1300). Support hundreds of JROTC 
cadets engaging in five grueling events in 10-person male, female 
and mixed teams.
09 Nov — First Annual City of Cape Canaveral Veterans Day 
Parade 0930-1100 starting at City Hall with plenty of entrants and 
food and drinks at VFW Post 10131 of Cape Canaveral. 
09 Nov — St Francis Reflections “LIFE stage Care Veterans Day 
5K” at VMC Park. 0800-0930. Merges into VMC Veterans Day 
Ceremony.
09-10 Nov — Veterans Open House 2024 at Valiant Air Command 
War Birds Museum at TICO Airport, Titusville 1000-1700 both
days. Veterans get in free with lots of food, special events and more. 
Check the War Bird Museum web site for more information. 
11 Nov — Veterans Day Ceremony at VMC Plaza 0930 - 1100. 
Many others in Brevard as well. 
16 Nov — Annual MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation Golf 
Tournament Fundraiser at the Indian River Colony Club 0800-
1300. Save the date. Details this summer. Looking for sponsors. 
Contact Donn Weaver, 757-871-6576. 
16 Nov — Annual Dinner and Fund Raiser by the Support 
Committee of the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery (SC/
CCNC) 1730- 2000 at American Legion Post 1, US 1 in Titusville. 
50/50 raffles, silent auction, Music by Dave Johnson, great food and 
more all to support the SC/CCNC during the year. They organize 
ceremonies and events at CCNC; support the CCNC Director and 
her team, as well as through the Cape Canaveral Ladies, who make 
sure no veteran is ever buried alone. Reservations required by 01 
Nov to Priscilla Southworth (saavik31324@yahoo.com). Dinner 
costs $20 with checks made out to SC/CCNC. Priscilla has all 
details. 
17 Nov — Bowling for Heroes Charity event by Heroes United 
to Heal Foundation at Palm Bay Shore Lanes 4851 Dairy Rd, 
Melbourne 1300-1500. Five-man team entry fee is $70 for each 
lane with grand prizes available in Juniors (under 21). Corporate/
Private Business, Hero (Vets and First Responders) categories. 
Register your team by email: admin@hu2h.org. The event is aimed 
at “Striking Out” the stigma of PTSD and vet/first responder 
suicide. 
25 Nov — Senator Marco Rubio’s Staff Mobile Office Hours at the 
VMC 1300-1500, specifically for Veterans and their families. 

DECEMBER 2024
13-14 Dec — JROTC District Air Rifle Championship 0800-1200 
Palm Beach Jr/Sr Magnet School. State Qualifier Meet. 
 14 Dec — Wreaths Across America Day in many Brevard Locations. 
Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 1000-1200 with details on all 
WAA events in October. 
14 Dec — JROTC District Invitational Air Rifle Meet at Palm 
Bay HS 0800-1200. Support dozens of cadets from 10 or more 

High Schools compete at the indoor range for marksmanship team 
honors. 2
14 Dec — Second Annual Merritt Island Community and Gold 
Star Family Tribute Christmas Tree Illumination and Holiday Party. 
VMC Park 1500- 2000. More details in August. 
15 Dec — Wreaths Across America at Pinecrest Cemetery/Brevard 
County Honors Veterans 1400 - 1600, 815 Clearlake Road, Cocoa. 
Honors also Medal of Honor Recipient Emory Bennett, and all 
deceased veterans and Gold Star Families of veterans as well as First 
responders. Rolling Thunder FL-1 Chapter will escort the wreaths 
from VMC with KSU at 1300. Contact Dorothy Walsh for more 
information through the VMC. 

JANUARY 2025
11 Jan — Second Annual Stop the Traffic 5K Fundraiser, VMC 
PARK 0700-1200. Organized by Edgewood HS students and 
parents to raise money to bring awareness and action to help stop 
human trafficking, a growing problem even in America. More 
details in November. 
10-11 Jan — Palm Bay JROTC Air Rifle Commanders Cup Match, 
PM Friday; 0800-1200 Saturday at Palm Bay Jr/Sr HS. 

FEBRUARY 2025
01 Feb — County wide JROTC Air Rifle Run and Shoot 
Competing at VMC Memorial Park. 0700-1200. Hosted by Satellite 
HS JROTC.
02 Feb — Annual Ceremony to Commemorate the Immortal Four 
Chaplains of WWII. VMC Plaza 1400-1500. Marine Corps League 
and VMC Sponsors and Presents. 
15 Feb — Annual Commemoration of the WWII Bataan Death 
March at VMC Park 0700-1100. Air Force and Space Force JROTC 
units only come together for a long ruck March to remember this 
tragic chapter in American military history and reflect on the 
sacrifice of our prisoners of war. 
22 Feb — JROTC District Drill Meet at VMC Park 0700-1200. See 
many teams compete in Color Guard, Squad and Platoon drills. 
22 Feb — USAF JROTC Statewide Drill meet for Air/Space Force 
programs at Melbourne HS 0800-1300. 

MARCH 2025
08 Mar — JROTC District Drill Meet with hundreds of cadets in 
competition in five events. VMC Park 0700-1200.
15 Mar — Annual Last Naval Battle of the Revolutionary War 
Celebration at VMC Plaza. Sponsored and staged by the Brevard 
Sons of the American Revolution with assistance from VMC and 
MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation. Details in December 2024. 
29 March — JROTC District Championship Drill Meet at VMC 
Park 0700-1300. State Championship Qualifier.

For further upcoming events, visit
https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/upcoming-veterans-events/

Please help us spread the word and advise of any new events.
Donn Weaver

donnweaver2020@gmail.com
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Directory
ENTERTAINMENT/EVENTS
	 VACANT
HEALTH OF THE CHAPTER
	 Ellie Joy, SSM
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

National (Chairman):
BG John McMahon, USA Ret

State/Local (Deputy Chairman):
		 MAJ Tim Pishdad, USA Ret

LUNCHEON COORDINATOR
	 Grace Catron, SPM
MEDICAL & VA CLINIC LIAISON
	 LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
MEMBERSHIP

Captain Rosa Reich, USAF Fmr
Ret Jan Clark, Hon Mbr, Secretary

NOMINATING (Leadership-2023)
	 CAPT Robert Watts, USN Ret
ON-THE-GO LUNCHEON COORDINATOR
	 Toni Lowe, SpM
SERVICE LIAISONS

US Army
COL Steve Bond, US Army Ret

US Marine Corps
Col Mike Gautreaux, USMC Ret

US Navy & NOTU
COL Pat Keane, US Army Ret
LCDR Dan Levy, USN Former

US Air Force	
Colonel John Franco, USAF Ret

920 RQW
Col Brent Baysinger, USAF Ret

US Space Force
Colonel Susan Dabrowski, USAF Ret

US Coast Guard
CWO4 Dan McIntyre, USCGR Ret

USPHS & NOAA
		 CAPT Rita Shapiro, USPHS Ret

SPEAKERS BUREAU
	 COL Stephen Bond, USA Ret
STORE

COL Jerry M. Gill, USA Ret
	 COL Patrick J. Keane, USA Ret
STUDENT, VETERAN & 
COMMUNITY LIASONS

VA Clinic / PSFB Medical Clinic
LTC Skip Taylor, USA Ret

Student Affairs ( JROTC & ROTC)
		 CW5 Mike Tucker, USA Ret

SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE
Lt Col Charles Shaw, USAF Ret
CAPT Don England, USN Ret

	 CH (Lt Col) Thomas Unrath, USAF Ret
SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON &
AUXILIARY COMMITTEE

Ellie Joy, SSM
THURSDAY MORNING BREAKFAST
	 Col Rick Kniseley, USAF Ret
CAREER SUPPORT RE Transition (TCS)
	 Vacant
VETS BACK TO CLASS ( JOE FOSS)

CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr

VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER
LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret

	 CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT

LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret

MOAACC OFFICERS / DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
	 Colonel Rick Kniseley, USAF Ret
1ST VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMS & SPEAKERS
	 CAPT Steve Cusick, USN Ret
2ND VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBERSHIP
	 Captain Rosa Reich, USAF Fmr
SECRETARY
	 CAPT Arnold Lim, USN Ret
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
	 Capt Bill Muckler, USMC Fmr
TREASURER
	 COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
ASSISTANT TREASURER
	 LTC William “Bill” Vanasse, USA Ret
MASTER-AT-ARMS
	 CW4 Jose Prieto, USA Ret
ASSISTANT MASTER-AT-ARMS

LTC Hans Hunt, USA Ret

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(Term expires Jan 2026)

Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret
CDR Ken Lowe, USN Ret
LTC Hans Hunt, USA Ret
LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret

(Term expires Jan 2025)
LTC David Kobey, USA Ret
MAJ Tim Pishdad, USA Ret
Lt Col Joseph Tichich, USAF Ret

CHAPTER LIAISONS & COMMITTEES
AUXILIARY (See SSM Liaison) Chair
AWARDS CHAIR
	 CDR Ken Lowe, USNR Ret
AWARDS NOMINATING COMMITTEE

COL Steve Bond, USA Ret
	 Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret
BREVARD VETS RESOURCE NETWORK

LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret
BUDGET & FINANCE
	 COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
CAPE CANAVERAL LADIES
	 Cozette Merritt, SSM
CHAPLAINS

CH (Lt Col) Thomas Unrath, USAF Ret
	 CH (MAJ) Williams P. Adams, USA Ret
COCOA BEACH CHAMBER (MAC)

LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret
CURRENT AFFAIRS FORUM

MAJ Mike Kahanca, USA Ret
Chandler Langevin

SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION
President
	 RADM Wayne Justice, USCG Ret
Secretary
	 CAPT Arnold Lim, USNR Ret
Treasurer
	 Col Brent Baysinger, USAF Ret
Assistant Treasurer
	 Roslyn Bates, SSM
BOARD MEMBERS

Cozette Merritt, SSM
CDR Fred J. Reeg, USN
CDR Courtney Yelle, USN Ret

ADVISORS & SELECTION
CHAIR: CAPT Scott Hartley, USCG Ret
Mrs. Ellie Joy, SSM
CDR Fred J. Reeg, USN Ret
LTC Bob Sears, USA Ret
COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
Lt Col Joseph Tichich, USAF Ret

DONOR RELATIONS
LCDR Daniel Levy, USN Fmr

GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION
President
	 CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
Vice President
	 Col Mike Gautreaux, USMC Ret
Treasurer
	 RADM Wayne Justice, USCG Ret
BOARD MEMBERS

1LT Doug Bisset, USA Fmr
CW5 Mike Tucker, USA Ret
Capt Larry Jackson, USAF Fmr
MAJ Mike Kahanca, USA Ret
CWO4 Dan McIntyre, USCG Ret
LTC Harry“Skip”Taylor, USA Ret
COL Tom Rozek, USAR Ret Board
COL Mike Schroeder, USA, Ret.

DONATIONS:

MOAACC SCHOLARSHIP FUND
P.O. BOX 254708

Patrick AFB, FL 32925-4708

MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation
PO Box 320358

Cocoa Beach, FL 32932

https://moaacc.org/donate-to/
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GDF continued

Above:
GDF President Donn Weaver, Center 
right met at Rockledge HS to inspect 

the new Rifle Range Flooring paid 
for in part by GDF funds and help 

promote a cadet.  Ryan Burke (center 
left), owner of Garage Experts which 
did the work joined the celebration.

Right:
Freshman Cadets undergo and 

inspection before the morning class.

Rockledge High School’s New Rifle Range Flooring
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TMBC

SAILOR OF THE QUARTER

SPEAKERS BUREAU

COL Jeff Rogers, USA (ret) presented “A Soldiers’ Perspective” talk at the 
Navy Wives’ Club Luncheon on 18 October 2024

VETERANS MEMORIAL 
CENTER UPDATE

On 20 Sep, the Veterans Memorial Center was honored as Space Coast Star 
Non-profit of the year by the CBRCC.  Accepting was VMC Vice President 

Donn Weaver and BVC Chair Don Pearsall (l) with Cheryl Clark of the 
Chamber.  This was the first Award for VMC since the Cocoa Beach Chamber 

began such awards in 1969.  MOAACC’s Good Deeds Foundation received 
that award two years ago. Two great veteran organizations getting recognized 

by the community.
(Left to right) FN Joong Kim USCG, CWO4 Dan McIntyre USCGR (Ret), 

CDR Lee Crusius USCG ALERT Commanding Officer.

President Col (R) Rick Kniseley presents TMBC guest speaker, Major Luke 
Wyckoff, USAF, BSC, BCPS - Chief, Pharmacy Operations Patrick SFB  with 

chapter challenge coin, with Navy CAPT(R) Rita Shapiro.
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MOAACC Luncheon 

Where: 

Cut off date for reservations or 
cancelations is 
Contact Grace Catron 
417-294-0798

r

S

Christmas Dinner Dance
December 11, 2021

1700-2100
Colony Hall

Indian River Colony Club

Dress: Service Dress Uniform, Coat & 
Tie, Cocktail Dress

Menu: 
1. Filet of Beef au Poivre
2. Salmon Piccata
3. Eggplant Rollatini
Sides for all: Fingerling potatoes and 
asparagus
Dessert: Mississippi Mud Pie

Price: $50.00
RSVP
Cut off date for reservations or 
cancelations is Monday, 6 December

Contact: Mary McIntyre at 
321-254-6997

Beef Salmon.    Eggplant

        Christmas Dinner Dance

℅ Treasurer

Monday, December 6

CLICK  HERE to RSVP &
make payment online

Please Renew Your 2024 Membership!

https://moaacc.org/membership/
https://colonyclub.com/us-military/?utm_source=Intercom&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=icm
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Storms Change Schedule- Not Focus — JROTC Raider Challenge Meets in 2024
The two Hurricanes Helene, and Milton, forced changes and the cancellation of one Raider Challenge Meet in Brevard at 
the Veterans Memorial Center Park this Fall, but the cadets never lost spirit.

More than 250 JROTC cadets from 11 High Schools including two from other counties competed in the once postponed 
Raider Challenge event on 05 October. The event saw over 400 parents and siblings watch the five grueling events which 
include a 2k run, Big Tire Flip, Rope Bridge crossing, Drag and Carry relay, and Litter Carry competition with 10 person 
teams fighting time and skill requirements. 29 Male, female, and mixed teams did their best with Merritt Island and Cocoas 
Beach teams winning the most trophies but all giving their best and using teamwork, leadership, motivation and athleticism 
and much more to high levels — unusual actions for most high school students on a Saturday morning.

A second Raider Challenge for later in October had to be cancelled due to Hurricane Milton and scheduling conflicts. The 
final District Championship is all set for 02 November at the VMC Park, From 0900 -1200 MOAACC and VMC members 
are encouraged to come out and support the JRIOTC cadets and help present dozens of medals, ribbons and trophies to 
the winners, many of whom hope to qualify for the State Raider Challenge Championships on 16 Nov. The awards are all 
funded by MOAACC’s Good Deeds Foundation.

Maj Steve Celeste, USA, Ret and Rockledge JROTC Instructor briefs the 
team captains, instructors and volunteer graders on the program in the early 

morning hours.

The two-mile run begins.

Receiving the awards.Opening Ceremonies

More GDF!
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Honoring More Than 160 Veterans Unclaimed by Families
The second Service of Brevard No One Veteran Left Behind (BNOVLB) 
was held at the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery (CCNC) on 25 
September.  Over 140 volunteers and witnesses attended the Service which 
had two major parts.

First, the names and some bio data for six veterans, nineteen family members 
and one Ohio Army National Guardsman well known in Brevard, were read 
aloud.  These veterans and family members were abandoned when they 
passed, and their cremains were left unclaimed in Brevard County funeral 
homes for many years in one case of a WWI for nearly six decades.  They 
were honored by many who came and are now finally at rest where they are 
entitled, at a beautiful VA/NCA Cemetery, joining over 10,000 already at 
their final duty station here.

Second, CCNC staff members read the names of another 140 veterans 
who were laid to rest at CCNC in the past 15 months without family in 

attendance.  It was a moving and memorable service covered by five media outlets, including Florida Today, which did an 
advance story on 24 Sep.

CCNC, like only the Arlington National Cemetery in Northern Virginia, is 
unique.  There were more than 20 members of the Cape Canaveral Ladies 
who attended the service and were at every burial at CCNC, when no family 
members attended.  Thanks to them, and the Arlington Ladies, at CCNC 
and ANC, no veteran or eligible family member is truly ever buried alone.

The North Brevard Honor Guard conducted full military honors at the 
service and clearly the 50-minute program meant the promise made to all 
veterans of never forgetting them and being among those who also served.

The next BNOVLB Service will hopefully take place in the Spring of 2025.  
There are an estimated 3-400 such veterans and eligible family members 
now forgotten on funeral home storage shelves. Not much longer is our 
BNOVLB Mission.

MOAACC members played a major role 
in the Service with three speakers, two 
organizers and more than 15 members in 
attendance including the Officer Leadership 
Team.  Good Deeds Foundation provided 
funding for programs, honoraria, and other 
expenses.

For more information or to volunteer for the 
next Service, contact BNOVLB Coordinator, 
Donn Weaver.

In the early morning of 25 Sep at the Cape Canaveral 
National Cemetery Tom and Denise Fitzgerald, whose 

Caisson Solemn Pride, is one of the few in frequent use in the 
country at a VA/NCA Cemetery

Caisson Ready to Proceed open a Final Mission for 19 Vets 
and Family Members

GDF President Weaver presents a check from Good Deeds for 2025 FY expenses in the amount of 
$2000, to the Brevard No One Veteran Left Behind Service. 
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VAYA-Space
By Dr. Jane Hodges

Vaya Space founded in 2017 by Astronaut Sid Gutierrez develops and 
manufactures orbital launch vehicles, in space propulsion systems and 
advanced missile engines. Dr. Hodges participated in an exclusive tour of the 
company’s facilities on Oct. 1 with other NASA Alumni League members. 
Kevin Lowdermilk, CEO, gave a very interesting talk and will be invited to 
speak at an upcoming MOAACC event. The work environment is work 
friendly, even allowing its young employees to bring their dogs to work. Mr. 
Lowdermilk said employees will stay at work longer if they don’t have to 
hurry home to feed the dogs! Dr Hodges and the visitors were very impressed 
with their hybrid rocket engines which are simpler and safer, with non-toxic, 
non-explosive propellants and require fewer parts than traditional rocket 
engines. For further information on this new company (vayaspace.com)

Bob Sieck, former Shuttle launch director (and previous MOAACC speaker), Damon Nelson, Shuttle payload processing, and Jane Hodges, former NASA KSC 
Public Affairs, enjoy the tour and briefing.



24

VOL 49 NO 11 November 2024

THE ROLE OF AIRCRAFT IN WWI (Part 10)
By Bill Muckler, Captain USMC

WERNER VOSS: Werner Voss was the closest competitor to the Red Baron. Voss entered the war in 1914 at the age of 17, 
serving in the cavalry before transferring to the air service. He was assigned to the same squadron as the Baron and quickly 
won fame for his acrobatic flying style and deadly combat accuracy. He had 48 aerial victories and won the “Pour le Merite,” 
Germany’s highest military honor during World War I.

Voss had a flair for the dramatic. He routinely landed next to his downed adversaries’ planes to claim a souvenir from 
the wreckage. When his defeated enemies were captured alive, Voss would sometimes pay them a visit with cigars or an 
autographed photo of himself.

Voss’s final flight is often called the greatest dogfight of the war. He singlehandedly engaged seven British experienced 
aces over Belgium. Voss spent a full ten minutes flying circles around his opponents, dodging machine gun tracers, and 
eventually forcing three of the British planes down before being shot down and killed. James McCudden, one of the British 
pilots, would later describe the 20-year-old Voss as “the bravest German airman whom it has been my privilege to see fight.”

GEORGES GUYNEMER: Famed French ace Georges Guynemer entered World War I as a mechanic. He received his 
pilot’s license in June 1915. Guynemer established himself as the most feared pilot in France’s famed N.3 squadron, known 
as the “storks.” He used his mechanical know-how to make technical improvements to his aircraft such as the “avion 
magique,” a specially designed Spad XII fighter with a 37mm single-shot cannon.

Guynemer embodied the myth of the chivalrous pilot. In June 1917, he engaged in a lengthy dogfight with Ernst Udet, a 
top German ace. As each man twisted his machine through the sky in an attempt to gain the upper hand, Udet discovered 
that the guns on his plane had become hopelessly jammed. The German was certain he would be killed, but to his surprise, 
Guynemer simply acknowledged his plight with a wave of his hand and flew off. He shot down 54 enemy planes, second 
best France’s “ace of aces,” Rene Fonck. (Some content was from articles by Evan Andrews.)
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Photos submitted by MOAACC members.
Get your photos featured in the Intercom!

•	 Send us your high resolution photos
•	 Please provide names and captions

•	 Send to: intercom@moaacc.org

Photo left to right: BM3 Hayden Cooper USCG, Station Port Canaveral, SA 
Courtney Tate USCG, recent basic training graduate, MKCS Carlton Prescott 
USCG, Recruiter in Charge Orlando Recruiting Office, LTC Michael Dunning 

USA (Ret), JROTC Senior Instructor, CWO4 Dan McIntyre USCGR (Ret) 
MOAACC USCG Liaison

USCG Presentation to provide information for 118 JROTC 
Cadets during six class periods: 
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MOAACC members,  MAJ (R)  Tim Pishdad and Bill Cook show off their large mouth bass caught at 
Headwaters Lake, Brevard County. They hauled in over 40 Bass! Bill smoked Tim!
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Hurricane Milton
HEED THE RULES, “The life you save may your own...”
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Aerial view of destroyed houses are seen in Port St Lucie, Fla., on Oct. 11, 2024, after a 
tornado hit the area and caused severe damage as Hurricane Milton swept through Florida.

The Well-known Mr. weatherman,  Jim Cantore stayed up all night to keep 
Listeners informed.

A drone image shows the dome of Tropicana Field which has been torn open 
due to Hurricane Milton in St. Petersburg, Fla., on October 10, 2024.
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ØBBllaacckkjjaacckk 

ØTTeexxaass HHoolldd’’eemm 

ØRRoouulleettttee 

ØCCrraappss 

ØSSlloottss 

The MOAA Foundation (TIN 46-4219250), is a 501(c)(3) charitable subsidiary of the Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA).  It offers grants to MOAA, its councils and chapters in support of veterans’
community outreach programs and services. In Florida, The MOAA Foundation is at the forefront of relief to 
individuals veterans impacted by natural disasters. In 2024, The MOAA Foundation provided 15 Community 

Grants, and over $40,000 to Florida Chapters, to directly aid Veterans in Florida.

The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) (TIN 85-8012673081C-9) is a 501(c)(19) nonprofit veterans 
service organization that represents 37 MOAA Chapters across Florida.

SSuuppppoorrtt VVeetteerraannss!! 

WWaaggeerr ffoorr CChhaarriittyy,,  

PPllaayy ffoorr PPrriizzeess!!!!!! 

CCoommpplleemmeennttaarryy HHoorr 

DD//eevvoouurrss,, CCaasshh BBaarr!! 

 

FFuunnddrraaiisseerr ffoorr:: 

 

Play for Prizes, Net 
Proceeds Support

    The MOAA Foundation

Complimentary
Hors d'Oeuvres &

Cash Bar

Entry Fee:  $40
(Includes $500 in 
“FCOC Bucks”!)

Join The MOAA Florida Council and our Chapters 
for a Casino Night-Charity Fundraiser in support of

The MOAA Foundation

at the
Rosen Centre Hotel, International Drive, Orlando, 
Friday, January 17th from 7 PM to 9 PM

All MOAA Members and Guests Invited!
For More Information and to Register,

Go to:  www.FLMOAA.org

Even if you can’t come, donations graciously accepted!
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560458617330
https://flmoaa.org/
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2024 VyStar 
Good Deeds 
Foundation 
Golf Tournament 
Benefiting Brevard County Military, 
Veterans’and ROTC/JROTC Units 

MOAACC MEMBERS: 

We want you to support GDF’s Fundraiser Golf Tournament by
becoming a Hole Sponsor for a $100 donation to GDF 

We’ll place a sign at one of the tournament’s tee boxes with your
name and a message. Your message can honor a loved one or a
fallen comrade. 

To support us and purchase a hole sign: 
Go to GDFgolf.com

Click:
Become a Sponsor 

WE WANT YOU! 

BECOME A HOLE 
SPONSOR

Contact
Larry Jackson, Tournament Director 

larryj59@gmail.com
321-242-1331

Then Click

https://gdfgolf.com/
https://gdfgolf.com/store/hole-sponsor


https://moaacc.deco-apparel.com/
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Thank You For Your Support!!!

NEVER STOP SERVING.® 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
CAPE CANAVERAL CHAPTER (MOAACC)

MOAACC Needs Your Support – Advertise!
The MOAACC is comprised of 1,200 members of active, retired, former officers, their spouses and 
auxiliary members. The Chapter is the largest in Florida and one of the largest in the United States.  

The INTERCOM is the primary communications vehicle for the Chapter. Copies are mailed to members,
friends and other MOAA Chapters throughout Florida and the United States. Additional copies are 
disseminated at facilities on Patrick SFB and throughout Brevard County. The INTERCOM is also posted 
to our award-winning website (www.moaacc.org) and distributed to over 1,500 email subscribers.
Members are patriotic and professional. We encourage our members to support businesses that support 
MOAACC. 

These publications provide a unique opportunity for advertisers to reach military professionals throughout 
Brevard County.

ADVERTISEMENT ORDER FORM
Size Per Issue 12 Issues/12 months 

Quarter Page Package 1 ~3 1/2” W x 4” H $100 $1,000 
Half Page Package 1 ~7 1/2” W x 5” H $200 $2,000 
Website Ad Only 2 www.moaacc.org $500 
Website Business Card www.moaacc.org $200 
1. Includes publication in The Intercom printed/mailed version, website version and posted to our sponsor page/banner (12

months). Includes sponsor table at monthly luncheons.
2. Website ads posted to our sponsor page/banner (12 months).

Size of Ad:_____________ Mo/Yr to Begin________ Mo/Yr to End_________ # of Ads___________  

Rate:___________ Total:______________  Company Name:_______________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________ State:_______________  Zip:______________

Email:_________________________________ Company Contact:___________________________

Tel #:_______________________________Fax # ________________________________________

• Submit Ads in .pdf or .jpeg file format.

• Email Ad & completed order form to moaacapecanaveral@gmail.com.

• Ads must be submitted by the 10th of the month preceding the first month of publication.

• Please make check payable to MOAACC.

• Mail check and order form to: MOAACC, PO Box 254186, Patrick SFB, FL 32925.

• For assistance, please contact Larry Jackson at (321) 242-1331; or Mike Schroeder at (910) 528-

4337; or email us at moaacapecanaveral@gmail.com.




