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On July 15, 2025, The Military Officers Association of America, Cape Canaveral Chapter (MOAACC) held its 
41st Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon at the Indian River Colony Club (IRCC) in Melbourne, FL.

See more starting on Page 9
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Steve Cusick, Captain, USN (Ret), President, MOAACC

John Franco, COL, USAF (ret)

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

EDITOR’S NOTE

Your MOAA Chapter Connection
Social Activities and Events

Hello again and welcome to the August 2025 edition of the INTERCOM. This month I 
would like to focus on our Social Activities and Events which are always available to our 
members. But first, a BIG WELL DONE to our Chapter Scholarship Corporation for 
another outstanding year of scholarship awards followed by the Annual Awards Luncheon 
on July 15. This is a special benefit available to our members, and we are so very proud of 
our eleven Scholarship winners this year.
Each month we host social activities and events which have been described as 
“Camaraderie with a Purpose” to take care of each other and keep informed on the latest 
information in our local community. Of course, we are very fortunate to have the Indian River Colony Club 
(IRCC) as our headquarters, and to always stream on ZOOM the events held at the Club.

• The Thursday Morning Breakfast Club (TMBC for short) is held at 8am every Thursday to update us on 
the latest retirement benefits, Patrick SFB services and our many social events. It is a lot of fun, so please join 
us in person or on the ZOOM Link available on our webpage: https://moaacc.org

• The “On the Go” luncheons are also very popular, held at 1130 on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at a local 
restaurant. No business of course and we would love to have you, and your guest join us. Check out the details 
on our webpage.

• Finally, our main MOAACC Luncheon with a “Special” Guest Speaker is held at 1130 on the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month. Reservations are required with easy sign-ups available via the Events and Activities heading on 
our webpage.

As always, thank you so much for your support and dedication to MOAACC, truly the best (Award Winning) 
MOAA chapter in the country.

CONTINUING OPPORTUNITY - INCREASE OUR MEMBERSHIP
Hans Hunt reports that we have several new members again this month. We are now very close to our goal of 
increasing our membership to 1000! So please help, invite a friend and bring them to one of our many events.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!
Steve

Congratulations to our 11 well-deserving scholarship winners, and our best 
wishes for an exciting future that awaits them. Many thanks to those who 
have made MOAACC’s scholarship program unequaled nationally including: 
our chapter leadership and members, scholarship committee, Good Deeds 
Foundation, sponsors and generous donors. This program is what helps make 
MOAACC unequalled nationally.
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AUGUST EVENTS 
(Click Event for Details)

8/4 Suppport the Navy League of Cape Canaveral - 5 PM 
@ Texas Roadhouse - Rockledge, FL

8/7 Current Affairs Forum - 8 AM 
Guest: Dr. Brandan Wormsbacher, MD, FAAFP 
Chief Medical Officer - Viera 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

8/12 On-The-Go Luncheon - 11:30 AM 
@ Fujiyama Steak House - Melbourne, FL

8/14 TMBC - 8 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

8/16 MOAACC Summer Picnic - 11 AM 
@ Veterans Memorial Center - Merritt Island, FL

8/19 MOAACC Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - Chapel

8/19 MOAACC Luncheon - 11:30 AM 
Guest Speaker: Congressman Mike Haridopolos, 
8th District of Florida 
@ Indian River Colony Club - Colony Hall

8/21 TMBC - 8 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

8/28 TMBC - 8 AM 
@ Indian River Colony Club - 19th Hole

To see details for these events, 
visit https://moaacc.org/events 

INTERCOM Photo 
& Article Submission Rules
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FINANCIAL LITERACY
COL John C. Murphy, USASF Ret

ClinCloudResearch.com

7000 Spyglass Court,
Suite 320
Viera, FL 32940

(407) 680-0534

Your dedication to service has made a 
difference—now, you can help shape the future 
of medicine. At ClinCloud Research, we offer 

clinical trials for individuals looking to contribute to 
medical advancements while accessing cutting-

edge treatments.
• Compensation for Time & Travel

• Free Access to Innovative Treatments
• Improve Healthcare for Future Generations
No insurance required. Connect with us today!

Serve in a New Way: Join a Clinical Trial

ENROLLING NOW: Alzheimer’s Disease, Asthma, Healthy Adults, Liver Disease
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What Are the Essential Documents
for an Estate Plan?

A well-crafted estate plan typically includes six or seven 
key documents. Many people are surprised to learn 
that planning for medical situations is just as important 
as addressing financial matters. If your plan is missing 
any of these core elements, your loved ones may face 
unnecessary legal delays, added expenses, or even be 
unable to help you in an emergency. Having these 
documents up-to-date offers peace of mind—knowing 
you’ve taken thoughtful steps to prepare for the unknown.
1. A Will Is Essential
Whether or not you create a trust (discussed below), 
you should always have a valid, current Last Will and 
Testament. Your will directs how assets without a named 
beneficiary (such as personal property or accounts held 
solely in your name) will be distributed through probate. 
It also allows you to name guardians for minor children 
and appoint a personal representative (executor) to 
manage your estate.
2. Durable Power of Attorney
If an accident or illness leaves you incapacitated, who 
would manage your finances, legal affairs, and day-to-
day obligations? Many assume that family members 
automatically have this authority—but that’s not true. 
To ensure someone you trust can act on your behalf, 
you must create a Durable Power of Attorney (POA). 
This legal document empowers your designated agent to 
handle banking, real estate, insurance, taxes, and other 
financial matters if you’re unable to do so.
3. Health Care Directives
Your estate plan should also include documents that 
address your medical needs. A Health Care Surrogate 
appoints someone you trust to make medical decisions 
if you’re unable to do so. A Living Will expresses your 
wishes for end-of-life care, such as whether you want 
life-sustaining treatments. A Health Care Workbook 
provides detailed preferences and values regarding your 
medical care to guide your surrogate’s decisions.
4. Pre-Need Guardian Designation
If your POA or health care surrogate is challenged 
or deemed invalid by a court, a Pre-Need Guardian 
designation allows you to pre-select someone to assume 
responsibility for your personal and/or financial affairs. 
Without this, a court-appointed guardian may be 
chosen—potentially not someone you would prefer.

5. Trusts: A Foundation for Asset Protection and 
Planning
A trust can serve as the cornerstone of your estate plan, 
depending on your goals. Trusts can help:

• Avoid probate (Revocable Living Trust)
• Provide for a disabled loved one (Special Needs 

Trust)
• Protect assets and qualify for Medicaid (Irrevocable 

Asset Protection Trust)
• Support a charitable cause while reducing taxes 

(Charitable Remainder Trust)
A trust allows you to manage and distribute assets 
according to your wishes, both during your lifetime and 
after. You may serve as the initial trustee and beneficiary, 
with successor trustees and beneficiaries stepping in 
upon incapacity or after your death.
6. Regular Reviews and Updates
Life events—such as marriage, divorce, the birth of a 
child, relocation, or changes in the law—can affect your 
estate plan. Review your documents at least every 2 
years, or anytime your personal circumstances change, 
to ensure your plan reflects your current wishes and legal 
requirements.
Final Thought
Estate planning is about more than just passing on your 
assets—it’s about protecting yourself and those you love. 
With these essential documents in place, you’re not only 
securing your legacy but also making it easier for others 
to help you when you need it most.

https://www.tandemclinicalresearch.com/locations/viera/
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John R. McMahon, BG, USA (Retired)

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

A Reset on the Budget
The One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBA), which MOAA has dubbed 
the “megabill,” was signed into law on July 4, 2025, by President 
Trump. According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 
it could add up to $3.3 Trillion to the national debt over the 
next ten years. The new Public Law No. 119-21, passed by slim 
Republican majorities in both chambers, assumes the best-case 
scenario, which projects vastly improved economic conditions 
with an artificial intelligence-driven efficiency boom that raises 
incomes and tax receipts while keeping federal spending under 
wraps.
It is important to understand what this Reconciliation Bill does 
to reset and make changes to existing laws related to spending, 
revenue, and the debt limit by making changes to mandatory 
spending programs (e.g., Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid), 
setting tax rates and provisions, and setting broad targets for 
discretionary spending. It is a fast-track process designed to 
avoid the Senate filibuster when one party has control of both 
chambers of Congress. Nonetheless, the annual appropriations 
process must also proceed to allocate specific funding levels 
to the various government agencies and programs, aimed at 
discretionary spending (e.g., Defense, Veterans Affairs), within 
the broad target levels set by the Reconciliation Act.
As unappealing as many pundits and Democrats characterize 
this new law, it also sets conditions for future negotiations in 
Congress. For example, by making President Trump’s first-
term tax cuts permanent, it may force Democrats to join with 
Republicans to finally address our deteriorating fiscal situation 
in a manner more in line with Republican policy priorities. As 
in past attempts for our elected representatives to address the 
situation responsibly, this new law sets a new baseline for future 
negotiations.
Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve (FED) finds itself in a precarious 
position in which the nation accumulates more debt, tariffs 
increase inflationary pressure, and the Treasury market flutters 
in the hope that another disastrous blow to the economy (i.e., 
COVID-19 Crisis) does not occur. As an independent player 
in this ebb and flow of Congressional and Presidential action, 
the FED’s mission is to foster a healthy and stable economy 
and financial system for the USA by promoting maximum 
employment, stable prices, and moderate long-term interest 
rates. Its mandate is to conduct monetary policy to influence 
interest rates and credit conditions, to supervise and regulate 
financial institutions to ensure their safety and soundness, and 
to minimize risks to the overall financial system. Additionally, 
it provides financial services to banks, the US Government, and 
other institutions, including operating the payments system. 
As a taxpayer, there is certainly some good news in the new law 
including a new $6,000 deduction ($12,000 for couples) for those 
65 and older who earn up to $75,000 per year (or $150,000 for 
couples); this deduction decreases for higher earners and phases 
out for singles who exceed $175,000 per year and couples after 

$250,000 per year. The standard deduction increases to $15,750 
for singles and $31,500 for couples. For homeowners, the State 
and Local Tax provision (SALT) raises the cap on deductions 
for these items from $10,000 to $40,000 for households with 
incomes below $500,000. The bill also repeals Biden-era student 
loan forgiveness programs with other sensible measures that 
reward borrowers for making on-time payments, for example. 
the new law includes $150 billion in DoD funding, some of 
which addresses MOAA focus areas:

• Better BAH: $2.9 billion in supplemental funds for the Basic 
Allowance for Housing (BAH), though details on how the 
funds will be spent remain unclear. MOAA has fought to 
restore BAH to 100% of projected housing costs.

• Unaccompanied Housing: $1 billion for Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Space Force housing, and more than $230 million 
to support the Marine Corps Barracks 2030 program.

• Health Care: $2 billion in additional funding for the Defense 
Health Program.

• Child Care: $100 million in childcare fee assistance, and 
another $62 million to modernize staffing at DoD childcare 
centers.

• More Spouse and Family Support: $100 million for Impact 
Aid payments (designed to assist school districts with large 
DoD populations), and $10 million for military spouse 
professional licensure.
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https://www.homeinstead.com/home-care/usa/fl/brevard-county/438/?redirFrom=/438
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POINTS TO PONDER
Ch, LtCol, Thomas Unrath
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It is likely you’ve never seen or heard the service song of 
our newest branch, the Space Force. The song “Semper 
Supera,” also the Space Force motto, which means, “Always 
Above,” was included during the installation banquet. I 
dare say none of us recall it. I have gotten acquainted since 
I am writing this article. It is only one verse:

We’re the mighty watchful eye,
Guardians beyond the blue.

The invisible front line,
Warfighters brave and true.
Boldly reaching into space,
There’s no limit to our sky.

Standing guard both night and day,
We’re the Space Force from on high!

James Techenor, a former Air Force Band member at the 
Airforce Academy composed the lyrics and melody. He 
wanted, “to encompass all the capabilities that the Space 
Force offers and its vision.” He then collaborated with Sean 
Nelson, a trombonist and chief arranger for the U.S. Coast 
Guard Band, on the orchestration. The song was first played 
by the USCG band as they assisted in the arrangement. 
Techenor and Nelson gave the copyrights for lyrics and 
music to the USAF.
While the song was written with the USSF in mind, and 
the lyrics certainly fit that thought. I also see many of those 
words and phrases as the promises we have from our God.

STUDENT AFFAIRS
LTC (Ret) Hans Hunt

Brevard County School Board 
Awarded MOAACC Coins

On 24 Jun 2025, Dan Wilson (Student Affairs Committee 
Chairman) and Hans Hunt (2VP/Student Affairs Committee) 
presented MOAACC coins to the Brevard County School Board 
and the Superintendent with over 100 people present. Hans Hunt 
as the spokesperson for MOAACC thanked the Brevard County 
School Board and Superintendent for their outstanding support 
to the Military and their families, Veterans Community as well 
as to the students in JROTC within the county. They were also 
thanked for hosting the Brevard County enlistment ceremony 
held at Viera High School where over a hundred students from 
Brevard County enlisted in the Military. This recognition shows 
our great working relationship with the School Board thanks to 
the efforts of Don Weaver and the Student Affairs Committee.

JULY CURRENT AFFAIRS FORUM

Current Affairs Forum presented by 
representatives from Care Patrol & 

Assisting Hands Home Care

L-R: Alexis Gragg, Susan Houts and Jeanna Gigi Rodriguez 
Photo by Pish Pishdad

https://reflectionslsc.org/
https://moaacc.org/events/#Historical%20Events
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MOAACC
On-the-Go-Luncheon 
August 12, 2025

Fujiyama Steak House
5000 North Wickham Road #111 

Melbourne, Florida 32940

This month’s ‘On-the-Go we will meet at Fujiyama 
Steak House. For reservations or additional 
information phone Toni Lowe at (321) 474-6888. Cut 
off for reservations, cancellations is the Friday prior, 
so she can inform the restaurant on how many are 
coming.  Cost: Per individual. As always, please honor 
your reservation or call Toni if you cannot attend 
so she can inform the restaurant in a timely fashion. 
Everyone is invited so please join us.

Mark Your Calendar!
Save the Dates for upcoming MOAACC Events:

(Click on the event or see our website events calendar for details)
4 August 2025: Support the Navy League of Cape Canaveral @ Texas Road House Viera
7 August 2025: Current Affairs Forum - w/Dr. Brandan Wormsbacher, MD, FAAFP Chief Medical Officer – Veterans 
Administration Clinic (Viera)
16 August 2025: MOAACC Summer Picnic, Veterans Memorial Center
19 August 2025: MOAACC Luncheon w/ Congressman Mike Haridopolos - 8th District
12 September 2025: Tuskegee Airmen - 7th Annual Charity Golf Tournament
16 September 2025: MOAACC Luncheon w/Dr. Doris Newman, DO, FAAO. Dean
3 October 2025: 10th Annual Rescuing Veterans Lost in America Gala
08 November 2025: 1st Annual VyStar MOAACC Veterans Day Recognition Dinner
18 November 2025: MOAACC Luncheon & Annual Membership Business Meeting
5 December 2025: MOAACC Annual Christmas Dinner Dance
11 December 2025: MOAACC Surviving Spouses & Spouses Christmas Tea
13 December 2025: 4th Annual Space Force 10-Miler

https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29368
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=26594
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29366
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29289
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29367
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29294
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29352
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29348
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29249
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29314
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29365
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29360
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=24394
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29367
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MOAACC MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Welcome our New Members!
Last Name First Name Prefix Service Component Duty Status Membership Level Member's Sponsor 

Eremita Carol Mrs Surviving Spouse Other Surviving 
Spouse

Annual Ellie Joy

Gill Mario CDR Coast Guard Regular Active Annual Dan McIntyre

Hall Raymond Captain Marines Regular Retired Annual Hans Hunt

Ham Jeanette MAJ Army Reserve Retired Annual Dean Schaaf

Mallamaci John MAJ Army Regular Retired Annual Steve Bond

Sokolowski Matthew CWO2 Coast Guard Regular Active Annual Dan McIntyre

Contact the MOAACC Treasurer
to change from paper to web

Visit our MOAACC Chapter website: 
www.moaacc.org

GO 
DIGITAL!

Get The Intercom Online!
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Indian River Wealth 
Management Group
UBS Financial Services Inc. 
6905 North Wickham Road 
Suite 200
Melbourne, FL 32940
321-729-6770

Susan Morse
Senior Vice President–
Wealth Management
321-722-5426
susan.morse@ubs.com

Daniel Levy, CFA, CPWA®

Financial Advisor
US Navy Veteran
321-722-5427
daniel.levy@ubs.com

advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg

Your future. Our focus.

For designation disclosures, visit ubs.com/us/en/designation-disclosures. As a 
firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. 
offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment 
adviser and brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. 
Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ 
in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. It 
is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that 
you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about 
the products or services we offer. For more information, please review the client 
relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your 
UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. © UBS 2025. All rights reserved. UBS Financial 
Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. ED_12242024-1   

Exp.: 12/31/2025

Indian River Wealth 
Management Group
UBS Financial Services Inc. 
6905 North Wickham Road 
Suite 200
Melbourne, FL 32940
321-729-6770

Susan Morse
Senior Vice President–
Wealth Management
321-722-5426
susan.morse@ubs.com

Daniel Levy, CFA, CPWA®

Financial Advisor
US Navy Veteran
321-722-5427
daniel.levy@ubs.com

advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg

Your future. Our focus.

For designation disclosures, visit ubs.com/us/en/designation-disclosures. As a 
firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. 
offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment 
adviser and brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. 
Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ 
in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. It 
is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that 
you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about 
the products or services we offer. For more information, please review the client 
relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your 
UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. © UBS 2025. All rights reserved. UBS Financial 
Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. ED_12242024-1   

Exp.: 12/31/2025

https://advisors.ubs.com/indianriverwmg/
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MOAACC 41st Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon
July 15, 2025

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Hunter Crook
Milligan University

Sponsor: 
LTC James Crook, USA

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
COL Laurence W. Eskell
Glenn L. Anderson
Lt Col John & Martha Aldinger

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Hannah Bedard
University of Florida

Sponsor: 
Col Michael Bedard, USAF

Award Presented by: 
Col Fred D. Galey, USAF and Frances M. Galey

Name of Scholarship:
Col Fred D. Galey, USAF and Frances M. Galey
Joe & Ruth Oblack
Dawson E. & Charlotte B Molyneaux

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards LuncheonCape Canaveral Chapter

Brooke Ehlers
Lake Erie College

Sponsor: 
CAPT David Ehlers, USCG

Award Presented by: 
Sam Ginsburg

Name of Scholarship
Betty and Sam Ginsburg

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

On July 15, 2025, The Military Officers Association of America, Cape 
Canaveral Chapter (MOAACC) held its 41st Annual Scholarship 
Awards Luncheon at the Indian River Colony Club (IRCC) in 
Melbourne, FL. This year, eleven recipients, all college juniors, seniors 
or graduate students and descendants of area military veterans 
were selected to receive a $7,500 scholarship, a total of $82,500 in 
awards! The MOAACC Scholarship Corporation was established in 
1984, beginning with a single $1,000 award. To date, 327 students 
have received awards with a total dollar value of $1,069,500! 
MOAACC scholarships have been entirely funded through the 
generous contributions of our chapter members over the years. For 
more information on how you can help carry on this tradition, please 
see our website at www.MOAACC.org.

Back Row L-R:

Col Mandi Fuller, USSF (mother of Hadlee Fuller), CDR Alan Lim, USN (representing daughter Astrid Lim); LTC Hans Hunt, USA (representing daughter Keely-
Ross Hunt), CAPT David Ellers, USCG (representing daughter Brooke Ehlers), Col Michael Beddard, USAF (representing daughter Hannah Beddard), CAPT 

Julius Gostel, USN (grandfather of Amanda Gostel)

Front Row L-R:

Amanda Gostel, Hadlee Fuller, Ryan Flammini, Evan Lanoue, Aaron Luther, Hunter Crook, Carson Waggoner

Click Here for More Photos and Recording of Event

https://moaacc.org/events/#Historical%20Events


10

VOL 50 NO 8 August 2025Cape Canaveral Chapter

Ryan Flammini
University of Central Florida

Sponsor: 
TSGT Charles Flamini, USAF

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
Nancy Lyons Hall
Col & Mrs. Robert L Bangert
Aura Charlene Kendall

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Hadlee Fuller
University of Florida

Sponsor: 
Col Mandi Fuller, USSF

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
LTC Sylvester A. Merritt
Patricia Oates
CAPT Alfred & Winifred Schumann, USN

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Amanda Gostel
The Ohio State University

Sponsor: 
CAPT Julius Gostel, USN

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
COL Raymond A. Williams
Lt Col Robert H. Clark Family
David & Delores Whiteside

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Keely-Ross Hunt
Brigham Young Universit

Sponsor: 
LTC Hans Hunt, USA

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
Doug & Denise Ackerman
COL William B. Hawley
MAJ George Bowdren

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Evan Lanoue
Clemson University

Sponsor: 
Lt Col Richard Lanoue, USAF

Award Presented by:
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
LTC Leila (Mickie) Kehoe, USA Nursing Corps
CAPT Bill & Bobbie Reidel
CAPT Merrill K. Wood

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Astrid Lim
South University

Sponsor: 
CDR Alan Lim, USN

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
COL John & Beverly Rawson Dibble
Brig Gen Gordon & Doris Masterson
COL Erwin C. & Jeanne E. Hamm

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Aaron Luther
University of Florida

Sponsor: 
VADM Donald Hagen, USN

Award Presented by: 
Wayne Justice

Name of Scholarship:
Wilfred G. Riopelle, MD
Jean & Charles Baldwin

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon

Cape Canaveral Chapter

Carson Waggoner
Clemson University

Sponsor: 
LTC Scott Waggoner, USA

Award Presented by: 
Dan & Mary McIntyre

Name of Scholarship:
CAPT Thomas D. Nunn
Sue Schneider
Kathleen B. Kelsey

MOAACC Scholarship Corporation 42nd Annual Awards Luncheon
Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

Individual Presentations

Click Here for More Photos and Recording of Event

https://moaacc.org/events/#Historical%20Events
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Countdown to the 250th: BCSO Independence Day Parade of 2025 is a Patriotic Launch

Finishing just before the rains came on a cooler than usual Fourth of July, the 
Sixth Annual Brevard County Sheriff Office (BCSO) Independence Day 
Parade was a good start of a special year long countdown to mark America’s 
250th Birthday. There were more first responder entries than ever as Sheriff 
Wayne Ivey and his team also made sure security was everywhere — just in 
case, given threats nationwide the days before.
There were hundreds and hundreds of spectators lining the route from 
Merritt Island High School south on Courtney Blvd to Merritt Ave. While 
other parades may have had more spectators in the five previous years, all 
were enthusiastic and applauded the entrants, including four major veteran 
groups — Veterans Memorial Center, MOAA Cape Canaveral Chapter, 
Marine Corps League and Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution.

There were three big stars of the parade this year: Sheriff Ivey who greeted everyone at the finish line, Grand Marshal Medal of Honor 
Recipient SFC Melvin Morris, USA Ret, and 99 year old WWII and Korean War Veteran Maj George Rosenfield, USA, Ret.
The BCSO Huey Helicopter flew overhead much of the Parade as hand held flags and pounds of candy were passed out to spectators 
along the route. So many of those who came to watch were children - a good omen for the future of American patriotism.
The photos below were taken during final set up for the parade of some of the over 70 participant groups. They capture the enthusiasm 
and outright fun of keeping this old American tradition alive and well. It is worth remembering that this parade was even held in 2020 
during the Covid restrictions, though that year it was a Parade in Reverse. Participants lined route 520 on Merritt Island as hundreds 
of cars passed by heading to the beach with many honking while their passengers smiled and waved.



13

VOL 50 NO 8 August 2025

MOAACC GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION
Donn Weaver, CPT USA (fmr), President Good Deeds Foundation

We hope you have enjoyed or are planning some summer 
travel, but I can assure you the Good Deeds Foundation 
remains busy. As noted in previous Intercom reports, we 
need the help of many MOAACC members to make our 
First Annual Veterans Recognition Dinner on 8 November 
a success. Please check out our new flyer below as well as 
an update on the program. Thank you in advance. This 
month we would also like to update you on some unique 
and special GDF grants. These include:

• $500 to a Navy Spouse mother of two working with
VAand NVHS helping vet families in distress who
needed a computer while also working on a master’s
Degree (thanks to Brian Whalen for bringing that
request to GDF)

• $1500 to the All Military Services Ball in November at
the KSC Visitors Center.

• $800 to fund a Gold Star Family Dinner at VMC on the 
new national Gold Star Family Holiday 28 Sep.

• Sponsorship of $1250 for a MOAACC/GDF Table at
the 3 Oct NVHS Awards Dinner.

• $48,000 for the 2025-26 JROTC and other cadet grants 
to be provided 6 Aug at the VMC Museum, 0745-0900. 
We hope some MOAACC leadership will join GDF
and SAC at that event. We can safely say this amount of
support to JROTC and our youth is unmatched by any
MOAA chapter in the entire country.

NOTE: The FY 2025 through three quarters Impact list for 
GDF is on the MOAACC website through June — you will 
be proud when you review same. Please reach out to any 
GDF Board member for information about our fundraiser 
or any questions on GDF you might have. Of course, we 
also welcome any donations of any size all year round to: 

MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation
PO Box 320358
Cocoa Beach, FL 32932
Warm regards, Donn Weaver, GDF President

The busy summer for your Good Deeds Foundation continues.

Veterans Day Recognition Dinner “Elevator Speech”
I am asking your organization to participate in our upcoming fund-raising event. The Good Deeds Foundation (GDF) 
will be hosting a Veterans Day Recognition dinner on Saturday, November 8, 2025. Holiday Inn Viera Conference Center, 
Reception 5:15 PM, Dinner 6:00 PM, $125 per person.
The purpose of our dinner is twofold: 1. Raise funds for the GDF’s projects and 2. Increase public awareness of projects, 
organizations that are supporting US Military veterans here in Brevard County.
1. Military Officers Association of America Cape Canaveral Chapter’s philanthropy arm is known at The Good Deeds
Foundation (GDF), a 501(c)3 organization. GDF provides grants to JROTC/ROTC/Sea Cadets and Civil Air Patrol
units, Active Duty Military units and veterans’ support organizations in Brevard County.
2. Our dinner will be held on the weekend before November 11, Veterans Day. We will be presenting awards in three
categories for entities in Brevard County: Veterans Organization of the Year, Best Veterans Project of the Year and Most
Outstanding Veterans Affairs Volunteer of the Year.
We are seeking sponsors for the following:
Platinum Sponsor: $10,000 contribution
Gold Sponsor: $5,000 contribution
Table Sponsor: $1,250
Full Page Program Ad: $250
Our web site is GDFD.ORG
Please let me know which level of sponsorship you would like to participate in and we 
will contact you with payment details.
Mail check to:

Good Deeds Foundation
PO Box 320358
Cocoa Beach, FL 32932-0358
EIN: 46-5148264

https://justcruisinviera.com/vystar-moaacc-veterans-day-dinner/
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Exclusively Serving Veterans And 
Military Families Like Yours.

Experience Unparalleled 
Personal Service From a 
Team of Seasoned 
Professionals

- Focused Soley on the 
Military Community.

Richard Proctor
Relationship Manager

(689) 777-0465
rproctor@aafmaa.com

AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust
FINANCIAL PLANNING • INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT • TRUST SERVICES

© 2024 AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC.  Information provided by AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC is not 
intended to be tax or legal advice. Nothing contained in this communication should be interpreted as such. We encourage you to seek 

guidance from your tax or legal advisor. Past performance does not guarantee future results.

@aafmaatrustaafmaatrust.com @awm&t @aafmaa_trust

Join Us for the MOAACC Summer Picnic – Food, Friends, and Fun Await!
Dear MOAACC Members,
We’re excited to invite you to our Annual MOAACC Summer Picnic on Saturday, August 16, 2025, from 11:00 AM to 
2:00 PM at the Veterans Memorial Center on Merritt Island.
Come spend a relaxing afternoon with fellow members, enjoying delicious grilled burgers and hotdogs, classic picnic 
sides, and refreshing drinks – all served with the warm 
camaraderie that makes our chapter so special. Indoor 
seating will be available for your comfort, rain or shine.
This is more than just a picnic – it’s an opportunity to connect 
with old friends, welcome new members, and celebrate 
our shared mission. Explore the inspiring museum exhibits 
and impressive static displays at the Veterans Memorial 
Center. Don’t miss the guided tour of the JROTC Obstacle 
Course, proudly funded by our Good Deeds Foundation, 
and get a sneak peek at the new Amphitheater currently 
under construction.
Donations will be accepted at the door to support our 
chapter’s ongoing programs.
Please register in advance via our Events Calendar at www.
MOAACC.org to help us plan a wonderful day for all.
Let’s come together to celebrate the summer, our community, 
and the impact we make as MOAA members. We look 
forward to seeing you there!
Warm regards,
Rosa Reich
1st Vice President
MOAA Cape Canaveral Chapter

VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER UPDATE

Not Forgotten — BVMC Park Hosts Memorial AMN Bellmore 5K
On 21 June 35 runners and 30 others came together at the west side of 
Veterans Memorial Park on Merritt Island to remember a young patriot. 
Airman Christian Bellmore died at age 19 in Oklahoma in June 2023 while 
serving in the United States Air Force, just before his first deployment. He was 
a 2022 Merritt Island High School graduate. His mother, US Army active 
duty SOC SFC Samantha Mecke 
and her family came together to 
remember Christian via a second 
annual 5K run.
Bellmore was slated to be assigned 
to Air Force One weeks before 
his death due to medical/training 

issues. Many runners wore their MIHS Class of 2022 Senior Shirts with 
Christian’s name on them. By November there will be a memorial bench and 
tree honoring the young airman in the expanded BVMC Park. His name is 
already etched twice in our plaza with a brick on and on the MIHS bench. As 
the Greeks said, a soldier only dies if he is forgotten. BVMC was honored to 
host the event which is slated to take place many years coming.

On your Mark

The three overall winners with Gold Star Mom “Sam” 
Mecke second from left.   

https://aafmaatrust.com/
https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29366
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On behalf of The Military Oicers Association of America 
(MOAACC), we extend our heartfelt gratitude for VyStar 
Foundation’s support of The Good Deeds Foundation, allowing 
us to continue our mission of service and camaraderie. As Vice 
President of the Good Deeds Foundation and a VyStar member 
for four decades I am proud of their unwavering support of the 
military community. Thank you for standing with us as we serve 
and support those who have served our nation.

Mike Gautreaux
Colonel, USMC (ret)
Vice President, MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation

VyStar Foundation is a 
proud sponsor of MOAACC
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https://vystarcu.org/
https://oneseniorplace.com/
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GDF continued

The Good Deeds Foundation (GDF) of the Military 
Officers Association of America, Cape Canaveral Chapter, 
proudly announces the launch of its JROTC Support 
Program. This initiative is dedicated to enriching the 
educational experiences of over 2,500 cadets enrolled 
in 14 Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps ( JROTC) 
programs throughout Brevard County.
Empowering Tomorrow’s Leaders
The JROTC Support Program aims to empower young 
cadets across various military branches, including Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Space Force, and Marine Corps. By 
fostering community and youth initiatives, the program 
seeks to bolster these cadets; growth and development in 
critical areas.
Impactful Contributions
Through generous contributions and community support, 
the JROTC Support Program will:

• Enhance Core Activities: By increasing annual grants 
to every JROTC program, the initiative allows cadets 
to focus more on their training and less on fundraising 
efforts.

• Support Competitive Excellence: Sponsorship of 
ribbons, medals, and trophies for 13 competitive 
events—including Raider Challenge, Air Rifle, Drill, 
Brain Bowls, Run and Shoot—promotes a culture of 
achievement and excellence among cadets.

• Recognize Excellence: Outstanding cadets will be 

Supporting Youth Development: Introducing the JROTC Support Program

honored with a $200 cash stipend through the MOAA 
Medal Award, recognizing their dedication and 
leadership within their programs.

• Enable Special Projects: Funds will be allocated to 
provide essential resources such as computers for 
cadets, flight and navigation consoles, and specialized 
training opportunities away from their local units.

• Ensure Long-Term Sustainability: A booster shot in the 
second semester will address any financial shortfalls, 
ensuring continuity and success in the JROTC 
programs.

How You Can Contribute:
Your support is vital to the success of these initiatives. 
Donations can be made securely online or by mail to the 
following address:

MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation
PO Box 320358
Cocoa Beach, FL 32932-0358
(Memo: JROTC Support Program)

For more information on how you can make a difference or 
to inquire about sponsorship opportunities, please
contact GDF President Donn Weaver or any member of 
the GDF Board.
Contact Information:

Donn Weaver, President
Phone: 757-871-6576

https://secure.moaacc.org/campaigns/jrotc-medal-award
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Directory
ENTERTAINMENT/EVENTS

VACANT
HEALTH OF THE CHAPTER

Ellie Joy, SSM - (321) 757-0193
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

National (Chairman):
BG John McMahon, USA Ret

State/Local (Deputy Chairman):
VACANT

LUNCHEON COORDINATOR
Grace Catron, SPM

MEDICAL & VA CLINIC LIAISON
LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret

MEMBERSHIP
LTC Hans Hunt USA Ret
Jan Clark, Hon Mbr, Secretary

NOMINATING (Leadership-2025)
Colonel Gary Eppler, USAF Ret

ON-THE-GO LUNCHEON COORDINATOR
Toni Lowe, SpM

SERVICE LIAISONS
US Army

COL Steve Bond, US Army Ret
US Marine Corps

Col Mike Gautreaux, USMC Ret
US Navy & NOTU

COL Pat Keane, US Army Ret
LCDR Dan Levy, USN Former

US Air Force 
Colonel John Franco, USAF Ret

920 RQW
Col Brent Baysinger, USAF Ret

US Space Force
Colonel Susan Dabrowski, USAF Ret

US Coast Guard
CWO4 Dan McIntyre, USCGR Ret

USPHS & NOAA
CAPT Rita Shapiro, USPHS Ret

SPEAKERS BUREAU
COL Stephen Bond, USA Ret

STORE
COL Jerry M. Gill, USA Ret
COL Patrick J. Keane, USA Ret

STUDENT, VETERAN & 
COMMUNITY LIASONS

VA Clinic / PSFB Medical Clinic
LTC Skip Taylor, USA Ret

Student Affairs ( JROTC & ROTC)
LT Dan Wilson, USN Ret

SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE
Lt Col Charles Shaw, USAF Ret
CAPT Don England, USN Ret
CH (Lt Col) Thomas Unrath, USAF Ret

SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON &
AUXILIARY COMMITTEE

Ellie Joy, SSM
THURSDAY MORNING BREAKFAST

CAPT Steve Cusick, USN Ret
CAREER SUPPORT Transition (TCS)

Vacant
VETS BACK TO CLASS ( JOE FOSS)

CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr

VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER
 LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret
 CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT
 LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
 Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret

MOAACC OFFICERS / DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

CAPT Steve Cusick, USN Ret
1ST VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMS & SPEAKERS

Captain Rosa Reich, USAF Fmr
2ND VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBERSHIP

LTC Hans Hunt, USA Ret
SECRETARY

CAPT Arnold Lim, USN Ret
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

CDR Eric Gardner, USN Ret
TREASURER

COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
ASSISTANT TREASURER

LTC William “Bill” Vanasse, USA Ret
MASTER-AT-ARMS

CW4 Jose Prieto, USA Ret
ASSISTANT MASTER-AT-ARMS

Colonel Mike Notley, USAF Ret

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(Term expires Jan 2026)

Colonel Rick Kniseley, USAF
CDR Ken Lowe, USN Ret
LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret

(Term expires Jan 2027)
Colonel John Franco, USAF Ret
Ellie Joy, Surviving Spouse
Vacant

CHAPTER LIAISONS & COMMITTEES
AUXILIARY (See SSM Liaison) Chair
AWARDS CHAIR

CDR Ken Lowe, USNR Ret
AWARDS NOMINATING COMMITTEE

COL Steve Bond, USA Ret
Lt Col Brian Whalen, USAF Ret

BREVARD VETS RESOURCE NETWORK
LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret

BUDGET & FINANCE
COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret

CAPE CANAVERAL LADIES
Cozette Merritt, SSM

CHAPLAINS
CH (Lt Col) Thomas Unrath, USAF Ret
CH (MAJ) Williams P. Adams, USA Ret

COCOA BEACH CHAMBER (MAC)
LCDR Dean Schaaf, USN Ret

CURRENT AFFAIRS FORUM
MAJ Mike Kahanca, USA Ret

SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION
President

RADM Wayne Justice, USCG Ret
Secretary

CAPT Arnold Lim, USNR Ret
Treasurer

Col Brent Baysinger, USAF Ret
Assistant Treasurer

Vacant
BOARD MEMBERS

LCDR Daniel Levy, USN Fmr
Col Gary Eppler, USAF, Ret
COL Michael J Schroeder, USA

ADVISORS & SELECTION
CHAIR: CAPT Scott Hartley, USCG Ret
CDR Fred J. Reeg, USN Ret
LTC Bob Sears, USA Ret
COL Mike Schroeder, USA Ret
VADM Don Hagen, USN, Ret
CPT Mike Broski, USA, Fmr
Lt Col Mike Jaeger, USAF, Ret

DONOR RELATIONS
LCDR Daniel Levy, USN Fmr

GOOD DEEDS FOUNDATION
President

CPT Donn Weaver, USA Fmr
Vice President

Col Mike Gautreaux, USMC Ret
Treasurer

RADM Wayne Justice, USCG Ret
BOARD MEMBERS

1LT Doug Bisset, USA Fmr
Capt Larry Jackson, USAF Fmr
MAJ Mike Kahanca, USA Ret
CWO4 Dan McIntyre, USCG Ret
LTC Harry “Skip” Taylor, USA Ret
COL Tom Rozek, USAR Ret Board
COL Mike Schroeder, USA, Ret.
LT Dan Wilson, USN Fmr
LTC Jay Welch, USA, Ret

DONATIONS:

MOAACC SCHOLARSHIP FUND
P.O. BOX 254708

Patrick AFB, FL 32925-4708

MOAACC Good Deeds Foundation
PO Box 320358

Cocoa Beach, FL 32932

https://secure.moaacc.org/forms/donate
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Unofficial Brevard VMC Vets Calendar

August 2025 & Beyond
Contact VMC for any additions or other information.

NOTE: Some Events Change in-between our monthly mailing of the VMC Calendar. 
Keep up to date with those changes using our web link:

https://veteransmemorialcenter.org/upcoming-veterans-events/
Contact donnweaver2020@gmail.com for more information or to participate.

AUGUST

3 Aug — Annual Military Order of Purpose Heart Honor 
Ceremony, 1400 at VMC Gray Hall. Program - Nine 
Purple Heart Recipients from Vietnam to Afghanistan will 
be recognized.

SEPTEMBER

11 Sep — 09/11 Remembrance Ceremony - BVMC Plaza 
and Gray Hall, 1630 - 1900. Sponsored by Club 1013, 
MOAACC GDF and BVMC. 

OCTOBER

3 Oct — Annual NVHS Dinner and Fundraiser to support 
homeless and at-risk veterans and their families. The 
Difference a Decade Has Made. 1700 - 2100 at Radisson 
Resort by the Port. Hosted by Brevard’s constitutional 
officers. Semi to formal attire. 

NOVEMBER

8 Nov — Annual St Francis Reflections 5K Fundraiser 
at VMC Plaza and Park. 0800 - 1200 Includes - veteran 
recognition and pinning. Details in August.

8 Nov — Veterans Day Recognition VyStar Dinner 
at Holiday Inn Viera Conference Center 1715-2030. 
Sponsored by MOAA Cape Canaveral Chapter Good 
Deeds Foundation. To honor and express our and 
community gratitude to individuals, associations and 
projects that make a significant impact on military veterans 
in Brevard County. Sponsors at levels from $10K to $5K 
and tables of 10 at $1250. To become a sponsor out seek 
more information go to GDFD.ORG or contact event chair 
Larry Jackson on 321-242-1331 or larryj59@gmail.com.

8 Nov — Annual VFW Post 10131 and City of Cape 
Canaveral Veterans Day Parade 1000-1130. Details in 
August. This year VFW Post in Cape Canaveral is hosting 
and managing the event.

9 Nov — 8th Annual Homestretch 5K by NVHS for 
Homeless and at-risk veterans. 0800-11100. Eau Gallie 
Arts District at the Square Park. For more info and to 
sign up as a sponsor and/or runner see: runsignup.com/
Homestretch5K

11 Nov — VMC (and many other) Veterans Day 
Ceremony. 0930 -1030 VMC Plaza/Park. Details in August 
with possible Parade of Colors that afternoon in the new 
Amphitheater/Park. May also serve as Ribbon Cutting for 
the Amphitheater and expanded VM Park.

DECEMBER

6 Dec — Merritt Island Community and Gold Star Family 
Christmas Tree Grand Illumination at expanded Veterans 
Memorial Center Park and Plaza. Details in September.

13 Dec — National Wreaths Across America Day at the 
Cape Canaveral National Cemetery and five other Brevard 
locations. Details in September. 

Please help us spread the word and advise of any new 
events.

Donn Weaver 
Vice President , Veterans Memorial Center 

757-871-6576 | donnweaver2020@gmail.com

https://justcruisinviera.com/vystar-moaacc-veterans-day-dinner/
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A New Partnership: 
VFW Teams up with Wreaths Across America at Cape Canaveral National Cemetery

In July, VFW Post 10131 completed a new partnership with 
Wreaths Across America (WAA) at the Cape Canaveral 
National Cemetery (CCNC). The action took place over two 
months and included approvals from VFW District and State 
leadership. This is important since the CCNC area of coverage 
support includes five counties, not only Brevard. There are 
dozens of VFW Posts in those counties which will hopefully 
lead to more fund raising support for wreath purchases at $17 
each , and fundraising events to make sure expenses for the 13 
December 2025 WAA Ceremony at CCNC are covered.

Post 10131 is the active Cape Canaveral VFW Post whose quartermaster Mike Tucker 
has spearheaded the partnership. The VFW will serve as the 501c3 partner to house event 
funds collected by WAA/CCNC, hold meetings for WAA/CCNC volunteers and host 
WAA led fundraisers. Eventually more VFW Posts in the five counties will do the two 
latter missions bringing in more wreaths as well as getting more people outside Brevard to be engaged at the WAA annual 
Ceremony. Last year WAA covered all eligible grade sites with over 10,000 wreaths but this year the number has expanded 
to almost 13,000.
In February a new WAA/CCNC Location Coordinator volunteered for the leadership position with approval from WAA 
Regional and National. She is Ruth Osborne and lives in the Lake Mary area. She is a USMC Veteran, owns an accounting 
business and one of her hobbies is cleaning veteran tombstones. She was recognized by the Orlando Business Journal in 2021 
as Veteran of Influence. Donn Weaver of MOAACC and the BVMC remains as the WAA Deputy Location Coordinator.
Partnerships between veteran organizations in Brevard and elsewhere bring huge dividends. This newest one should be no 
different. Good luck WAA/CCNC and VFW!!

Ruth Osborne 
WAA/CCNC Location Coordinator



20

VOL 50 NO 8 August 2025
A

D
V

ERTISEM
EN

T

VOL 46 NO 12 December 2021

19

MOAACC Luncheon 

Where: 

Cut off date for reservations or 
cancelations is 
Contact Grace Catron 
417-294-0798

r

S

Christmas Dinner Dance
December 11, 2021

1700-2100
Colony Hall

Indian River Colony Club

Dress: Service Dress Uniform, Coat & 
Tie, Cocktail Dress

Menu: 
1. Filet of Beef au Poivre
2. Salmon Piccata
3. Eggplant Rollatini
Sides for all: Fingerling potatoes and 
asparagus
Dessert: Mississippi Mud Pie

Price: $50.00
RSVP
Cut off date for reservations or 
cancelations is Monday, 6 December

Contact: Mary McIntyre at 
321-254-6997

Beef Salmon.    Eggplant

        Christmas Dinner Dance

℅ Treasurer

Monday, December 6

CLICK  HERE to RSVP &
make payment online

Please Renew Your 2025 Membership!

https://moaacc.org/membership/
https://colonyclub.com/
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Coast Guard Change of Command

Commander Steven Welch is a career Cutterman and maintains dual 
career paths in Afloat Operations and Intelligence. Prior to selection 
for Vigilant, he most recently served as the Military Deputy Director 

for Intelligence and Security

L-R: Outgoing Commander Jonathan Potterton and incoming 
Commander Steven Welch. Commander Potterton was simultaneously 

promoted to Captain during the change of command ceremony.

Captain Jonathan Potterton’s daughter wearing dad’s hat.
Commander CDR Jonathan Potterton saying goodby to the men of the USCGC VIGILANT 

after change of command during a ceremony at Port Canaveral, Florida.

Photos by CW3 Amir (Pish) Pishdad
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Discover the Power of Active Membership
As a current, former, or retired officer — or as a spouse or 
surviving spouse of a member — you are part of a proud 
and dynamic military community. The Cape Canaveral 
Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA), the largest chapter in the nation, offers you a 
unique opportunity to stay engaged, make a difference, and 
build lasting connections.

Located in beautiful Brevard County, Florida — a patriotic 
community rich in history and support for our Armed 
Forces — our chapter combines camaraderie, service, and 
purpose in everything we do.

Active membership is flexible, fun, and impactful. Whether 
you’re looking to volunteer, socialize, give back, or just stay 
connected, there’s a place for you here.

Ways to Get Involved
Chapter Volunteer Opportunities

• Survivor Assistance Team – Support families during 
times of loss and transition.

• Vets Back to Class / Joe Foss Institute – Share your 
story and inspire students.

• Speakers Bureau – Represent the chapter at schools, 
clubs, and civic events (we receive 60+ speaker 
requests each year).

• Transition & Career Support – Help fellow veterans 
adjust to civilian life.

• ROTC, JROTC, Sea Cadets, Civil Air Patrol – Mentor 
tomorrow’s military leaders.

• Newsletter & Communications – Assist with editing 
and distributing The Intercom.

• Special Events – Participate in ceremonies on 
Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Armed Forces Day, and 
more.

Community Engagement

• Veterans Memorial Center – Volunteer at this local 
treasure in Merritt Island.

• USO Support – Help at Orlando and Melbourne 
airports.

• Cape Canaveral Ladies – Honor veterans at the Cape 
Canaveral National Cemetery.

• Veterans Court Mentorship – Guide and encourage 
fellow veterans in need.

• Local Advocacy – Represent MOAA at the Cocoa 
Beach Military Affairs Council or Melbourne 
Chamber Veterans Resource Council.

Philanthropy and Giving

• Scholarship Corporation (501(c)(3)) – Help provide 
college scholarships to 10+ local students annually.

• Good Deeds Foundation (501(c)(3)) – Fund vital 
programs for veterans, active-duty families, and youth 
leadership.

• Annual Golf Tournament – Play or volunteer for our 
largest fundraiser of the year.

Camaraderie, Education & Events
• Weekly Thursday Morning Breakfast Club

• Monthly Luncheons at Colony Hall – Hear from civic, 
military, and community leaders.

• Rotating Luncheons at Local Restaurants – Casual 
meetups across the area.

• Current Affairs Forum – Discuss pressing issues in 
national and world affairs.

• Military Balls & Celebrations – Holiday parties, 
Oktoberfest, cruises, and more.

• Spouses’ Activities & Guest Speakers – Meaningful 
engagement for all.

• Shooting Club & Hobby Groups – Share your 
passions with fellow veterans.

Live the MOAA Motto: Never Stop Serving®
Active membership is about more than attending meetings 
— it’s about making a difference on your terms, alongside 
those who’ve walked the same path. Whether you 
contribute a few hours or take on a leadership role, your 
involvement enriches our mission and strengthens the 
bonds of our military family.

To learn more or get involved, contact any committee chair 
listed in The Intercom or reach out to a board member. 
We’d be honored to welcome you.

MOAA Cape Canaveral Chapter 
www.MOAACC.org 

Proudly serving Brevard County and beyond.

MOAA Cape Canaveral Chapter
Engage, Serve, Connect — “Never Stop Serving®”
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20th Annual 
Good Deeds Foundation 

MOAACC 
Fundraiser Cruise 

January 31-Feb 7,
2026 

Celebrity Apex 
7 Night Port Canaveral Round

Trip 
Puerto Rico, St Kitts,

Dominican Republic 
Aqua Class  

(Includes Blu Restaurant) 

$2,500* Per Person (Classic Beverage 
Package, Wi-Fi, Gratuities) 

$2,000* Per Person (Gratuities only) 

*Prices are subject to change. 

$500 per cabin non-refundable 
deposit 

Balcony Cabin 

$2,000* Per Person (Classic 
Beverage Package, Gratuities) 

$1,500* Per Person (Gratuities only) 

*Prices are subject to change. 
$500 per cabin non-refundable 

deposit 

Call Cruise Holidays of Viera 

321-242-1331 

larryj59@gmail.com

$50 per Cabin 
Donation to 

Good Deeds Foundation
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Photos submitted by MOAACC members.
Get your photos featured in the Intercom!

• Send us your high resolution photos
• Please provide names and captions

• Send to: intercom@moaacc.org

LTC (R) William L. Vanasse, Jr. and daughter Danica Olson are welcomed 
back from attending Space Coast Honor Flight to Washington DC on June 28, 

2025 at the Wickham Park Senior Center.

Space Coast Honor Flight
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https://oneseniorplace.com/osp-events/liberty-company-social-club-for-veterans-2025-08-06/
https://www.rhodeslawpa.com/
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Attendees included 20 residents who are also military veterans, who were recognized in a special veteran “pinning 
ceremony”. Steve Bond was the keynote speaker, and Steve Cusick assisted with the veteran pinnings. The celebration 
included Salterra and Mederi Caretenders representatives, American Legion Post 81, and the Post’s AmBRASSadors, who 
provided the color guard and patriotic music.

Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation
Each year the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation hosts 
a July fundraiser to support operation and improvements at 
the historic lighthouse museum on the Space Station.

A past MOAACC member, Bob Merillee helped create the 
foundation, and many current members are also members 
of the Foundation. The event raised over $15,000 and was 
held 15 July at the Port’s Tap House and Grill.

Donn Weaver and Jane Hodges enjoy the holiday spirit 
before heading home in 93 degree weather.

Steve Bond and Steve Cusick celebrated Independence Day with residents of Salterra 
Senior Living (formerly Volante) on July 3rd.

Ordering MOAACC Shirts
1. Click on this link: https://moaacc.deco-apparel.com/
2. Click “Start Shopping” below the MOAACC Logo
3. Select your shirt: men’s or women’s, pocket/no pocket 

and then click “Add to Cart”
4. When Shopping Cart appears, verify your item, and 

click “edit” below shirt information on left.
5. Enter your name and Branch (U.S. Air Force, etc.), 

click on the color of shirt you desire, select your size 
by placing the number of shirts you are ordering in the 
box of the appropriate size. Click “Add to Cart”

6. Click “Check Out” in black box in center of screen.
7. Review Product (price, color, size) and click 

“Check Out”
8. Complete Shipping/Billing Info, check first two 

blocks at bottom of page and then click “Proceed to 
Shipping Method”.

9. Select “Pick up at Your School(for store pickup) or 
FedEx Shipping (additional charge shown) Select 
“Proceed”.

10. Go to Payment info and complete. Click “Proceed to 
Check Order Info”

11. Confirm that all information is correct and click 
“Complete Order”

If you are interested in long sleeve shirts, sweaters, jackets 
or other apparel, please email Bartman Enterprises, 
papanole@aol.com, and they will send you catalog pictures 
and prices.

https://moaacc.deco-apparel.com/
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NOTU Sailor of the Quarter

Photo by CPT Donn A. Weaver USA (Former), President, Good Deeds Foundation
On 23 July at the Greenhouse, Dean Schaaf, MOAACC Board Member and retired Navy officer, presented the MOAACC/
Good Deeds Foundation (GDF) Certificate and cash award to Missile Technician Second Class Michael Cochran the 
Naval Ordnance Test Unit (NOTU) Jr. Sailor of the Quarter.
Schaaf also passed along recognition for the NOTU Sailor of the Quarter, Submarine Logistics Specialist First Class Andrew 
Lando, who was on temporary duty that day. MOAACC/GDF has a strong program of supporting our active duty Mission 
Partners. GDF President Donn Weaver also attended the event and coordinated a possible FY 26 GDF Grant to support 
their NOTU’s Honor Guard missions which increased in recent months at the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery.

Important Reminder for Retirees, Spouses and 
Dependents regarding Military ID cards 

Military retirees are encouraged to update their Uniformed Services Identification (USID) cards to the Next Generation 
USID card. 
The Department of Defense has transitioned from its legacy paper-based Uniformed Services Identification (USID) card 
to a more secure, next generation USID card. The Next Generation USID card incorporates an updated design and security 
features to deter counterfeiting and fraud, and is printed on a plastic cardstock. USID cards are issued to retired and reserve 
members, dependent family members of uniformed Service members, and other eligible individuals in accordance with 
DoD policy to facilitate access to benefits, privileges, and DoD bases. The Next Generation USID card does not change the 
populations who are eligible to receive the current card. 
Legacy USID cards remain valid through their expiration date, however, individuals with an indefinite (INDEF) 
expiration date on their legacy USID card may replace those ID cards with a Next Generation USID card. 
USID cards may also now be renewed online. Please see the online USID card renewal page for more information. 
There are several ways to make an appointment to get a new ID card. (1) You can visit the RAPIDS ID Card Office Locator 
website to find the closest office and either call them to make an appointment or (2) schedule your own appointment 
using the website https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/ To make an appointment using this site select the “ID Card Office 
Locator & Appointments” block. - do it now!

https://www.cac.mil/Next-Generation-Uniformed-Services-ID-Card/Renewing-Online/


27

VOL 50 NO 8 August 2025

Jim Ketchum’s 30th Annual Parachute Party and Service Remembrance
Submitted by Mrs. Patsy Ketchum, MOAACC Spouse

On July 7, 2025, the 30th 
annual Parachute Party was 
held at IRCC to honor Jim 
Ketchum and mark the 77th 
anniversary of his remarkable 
mission over North Vietnam. During that mission, Jim’s aircraft was disabled, forcing him to eject over South Vietnam. He 
landed near a South Vietnamese firing range, where he was greeted by a South Vietnamese sergeant who identified himself 
as a fellow paratrooper. Jim, making his first parachute jump, replied that he was an American paratrooper. The sergeant, 
noting Jim’s less-than-graceful landing, joked, “You #10,” referring to the toughest type of jump landing—a reference to 
Jim’s rough arrival and a bloody forehead. At that time, Air Force personnel did not routinely practice jumping from single-
engine aircraft except via ejection simulators.
Shortly after landing, a helicopter transported Jim back to Tan Son Nhut Air Base in Saigon. The previous day, July 6, Jim 
was awarded the ABLE AERONAUT Award for successfully bringing home a plane with only one functioning engine. The 
RF-101, a heavy reconnaissance aircraft equipped with cameras, bears the motto “Alone, Unarmed, Unafraid.” Jim served 
with the “Polka Dots” unit during this period.
Jim left Vietnam in September 1967, having completed 167 missions in Vietnam including 100 over North Vietnam. 
Following his service overseas, he dedicated 12 years to teaching at the Training Command. Of those, 8 years were spent 
at the Instrument Pilots Instructor School, and then 4 years at Williams Air Force Base from 1962 to 1966 as a student 
squadron instructor.
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The VA is Here to Help. Give a Call Today.

We’re here to connect you to your benefits. Do you have questions about eligibility, access to 
benefits, or other concerns? Check out our full list of phone numbers for VA benefits and services: 
https://www.va.gov/resources/helpful-va-phone-numbers/.
VA Welcome Kit - Whether you’re just getting out of the service or you’ve been a civilian for years 
now, the VA Welcome Kit can help guide you to the benefits and services you’ve earned. Go to 
https://www.va.gov/welcome-kit/.
As part of the VA’s commitment to provide world-class care and benefits to those who have served 
our nation, VA is pleased to present the “2025 VA Federal Benefits Guide for Veterans, Dependents, 
Survivors, and Caregivers.”
The VA Resource Navigator is a simple tool. It helps you access and understand the VA benefits 
you’ve earned. This go-to guide provides trusted web links, phone numbers, and QR codes to VA 
services and benefits. https://www.prevention.va.gov/PCL/PCL-VA-Navigator.asp
Advantage Florida Military Benefits Guide is a summary of Sunshine State Laws, Policies, Programs 
and Benefits for Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve Servicemembers, Veterans, Retirees 
and Families. It can be found at https://www.floridavets.org/resources/.

https://www.va.gov/
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https://secure.moaacc.org/np/clients/moaacc/event.jsp?event=29348
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GOURMET PIZZA - WINGS 
BURGERS -  FULL BAR & 

SO MUCH MORE...

UNCHAIN
YOUR DINING
EAT & DRINK WITH THE LOCALS!

pizzagalleryandgrill.com

Early Bird

Trivia
Tuesdays 4pm – 6pm

Free to Play & Fun for ALL
GREAT Food & Drink 
specials from 3-5pm!
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https://solemnpride.org/
https://pizzagalleryandgrill.com/
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Call us today 321-242-1331

https://justcruisinviera.com/
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Thank You For Your Support!!!

NEVER STOP SERVING.® 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
CAPE CANAVERAL CHAPTER (MOAACC)

MOAACC Needs Your Support – Advertise!
The MOAACC is comprised of over 900 members of active, retired, former officers, their spouses
and auxiliary members. The Chapter is the largest in Florida and one of the largest in the United States.

The INTERCOM is the primary communications vehicle for the Chapter. Copies are mailed to members,
friends and other MOAA Chapters throughout Florida and the United States. Additional copies are 
disseminated at facilities on Patrick SFB and throughout Brevard County. The INTERCOM is also posted 
to our award-winning website (www.moaacc.org) and distributed to over 1,500 email subscribers.
Members are patriotic and professional. We encourage our members to support businesses that support 
MOAACC. 

These publications provide a unique opportunity for advertisers to reach military professionals throughout
Brevard County.

ADVERTISEMENT ORDER FORM
Size Per Issue 12 Issues/12 months 

Quarter Page Package 1 ~3 1/2” W x 4” H $100 $1,000 
Half Page Package 1 ~7 1/2” W x 5” H $200 $2,000 
Website Ad Only 2 www.moaacc.org $500 

1. Includes publication in The Intercom printed/mailed version, website version and posted to our sponsor page/banner (12
months). Includes sponsor table at monthly luncheons.

2. Website ads posted to our sponsor page/banner (12 months).

Size of Ad:_____________ Mo/Yr to Begin________ Mo/Yr to End_________ # of Ads___________  

Rate:___________ Total:______________  Company Name:_______________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________ State:_______________  Zip:______________

Email:_________________________________ Company Contact:___________________________

Tel #:_______________________________Fax # ________________________________________

• Submit Ads in .pdf or .jpeg file format.

• Email Ad & completed order form to moaacapecanaveral@gmail.com.

• Ads must be submitted by the 10th of the month preceding the first month of publication.

• Please make check payable to MOAACC.

• Mail check and order form to: MOAACC, PO Box 254186, Patrick SFB, FL 32925.

• For assistance, please contact Mike Schroeder at (910) 528-4337 or Larry Jackson at (321)

242-1331; or email us at moaacapecanaveral@gmail.com.




